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Meeting Minutes 

Kekaha Host Community Benefits Fund 
Meeting No. 40 

Kekaha Neighborhood Center, Kekaha, Kauai, HI 
May 22, 2013 

Meeting Time:  6:00 pm – 9:00 pm 

 

CAC Attendees Present: Bruce Pleas, Jose Bulatao Jr., Myra Elliott, Glenn Molander, Evelyn Olores, Al “Big Boy” Kupo, Thomas 
Nizo 

Excused Absent:  Robert Jackson 

Non-Voting Members:  Beth Tokioka, Yvonne Hosaka 

Agenda Item Minutes  Action

I. Call to 

Order/Roll Call 

Meeting Called to order by Chair Bruce Pleas. Roll Call, Bruce, Jose, 

Glenn, Myra, Big Boy, Thomas and Evelyn.  Robert, excused absence. 

Meeting called to order 6:10 

pm 

II.  Approval of 
Agenda 

Looking for a Motion to Approve.  Moved by Big Boy, seconded by Glenn. Big Boy moved to approve 
Agenda, second by Glenn 

Molander.  No Discussion.  
Motion passed unanimously. 

III.  Public 

Testimony 

At this time we will take any public testimony and also during the 

proceedings if at anytime you would like to speak, please raise your 
hand.  Today we have a lot on the agenda so please make your 

comments brief.   

No Public Testimony 

IV.  Approval of 
the Minutes 

Minutes of April 10 2013 Meeting Motion to approve minutes 
moved by Jose Bulatao, 

second by Myra Elliott.   

Jose Bulatao In spite of the very minor errors in the spelling of some of the words it 
does not change the essence of what the minutes provide in terms of the 

corrected information being rendered. 

 

Bruce Pleas Ok.  Anymore discussion?  All in favor of approval of the minutes please 
raise your hand. 

Motion passed unanimously 

V.  Financial 

Report 

Our financial person is not here tonight so I am assuming that I will do it.  

I am looking for a motion to receive the financial report. 

Motion to receive the financial 

report moved by Myra Elliott, 
seconded by Evelyn Olores. 

Bruce Pleas The financial report dated 5/22/13, it’s the status of the HCB Funds physical year 2013.  The principal 
balance as of March 1st is $937,991.65. The interest accrued during the month of April was $636.51 

bringing our total at the end of April at $938,628.16.  There is $780,00 for the PV project pending 

recommendation which leaves our balance at this point able to grant at $158,628.16.  Our approved short 
and long form grants from last cycle which was the last fiscal year was a total of $120,000 and that is the 

end of the financial report.  We have on item a, an update on CAC request to the Department of Finance 
for a complete detail of starting balance to current day.  Does Yvonne have anything on that because I 

have nothing on that and this is just for discussion. It was a request from the last meeting. 

Yvonne Hosaka Yes.  Due to the administration being in budget for the past few months they were unable to complete the 
requested detailed report and it should be provided to the CAC at the next scheduled CAC meeting. 

Jose Bulatao I also have a question with regards to the financial report.  I noticed that the interest rate is .826% and I 

want to know is whether or not that interest rate fluctuates from month to month or if it is an annual 
steadfast interest rate and I think we need to know such information because if it may be possible for the 

Host Community Fund to consider where else we may possibly earn more interest in behalf of the 
community, I think we are entitled to shop around and see whether or not a higher interest may be 

available to us.  I just don’t want to assume that where it is earning interest at the sentiment of .826 

maybe the best interest rate to us and if we have not had the opportunity to check that out, we should be 
given that opportunity. 

Bruce Pleas Ok, at the April 10 meeting it was .88 it’s .826 now. I believe it’s a 

variable rate pending monthly from what we’ve heard before.  On Jose’s 
concerns, could you please find out about that and get a clarification on 

that. And hopefully we will get an updated financial report next month.  

Yvonne to obtain information 

 from Department of Finance.
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Is there any more discussion on that.  Ok.  We will now go on to new 

business.  This will be on New Business and presentations.  

VI.  New 
Business 

a.  Presentation, possible discussion and decision-making on Grant Status Report from 
Kekaha School Community Garden Project – Jason Yoshida 

Bruce Pleas Jason Yoshida Principal, you may come forward.  You have the floor, be as brief as you can so we can get 
through tonight. 

Jason Yoshida Thank you Chair, members of the board.  Thank you for this opportunity to be here tonight to share with 

you about our School Community Garden.  I know Mrs. Hosaka is passing around some documents that 
you may refer to.  I will try to keep this presentation as short as possible.  Just wanted to catch you up on 

our garden project over the past year.  As you all know, we were awarded $5000 this past school year.  

The funding allotted was strictly building community garden project on the grounds of Kekaha Elementary 
School.  I wanted to recognized a couple of people from the community Hookipa Kanahele, Mr. Harold 

Vidinha and Kawai Warren was the three who came forward a year ago to set precedence as to what we 
would like to see happen within our school community.  A vision that came up about 5 years ago and I 

know Mr. Bulatao and Mrs. Olores you knew how we talked about looking at a sustainable facility on 
campus that involved hydroplanics and aqua-culture and even looking at alternative energy so this is the 

first step to this project and I’d like to recognize all of the business partnerships that also contributed and 

the volunteers, the SCC members, Mr. Pereira for stepping up and making sure that what we say, we do.   
I just wanted to do a short presentation as to where we are today.  If you look at the document, this is a 

description of the project and what we wanted to make sure that we do for our kids which was to bring 
culture awareness especially with the Hawaiian values and beliefs. We wanted to prepare our students for 

the 21st Century.  We wanted to bring our Kupuna on campus to share their learning’s and 

understandings, and create a sustainable garden that could go year round.  If you look at the year round 
goals that we presented to the CAC, we accomplished all but one.  We didn’t have the chance to plant 

lettuce.  But if you look at what the year 1 goals were when we submitted the application, all of them 
were accomplished and completed.  This is the year 2 goals.  We want to start to bring in compost from 

our cafeteria, more student mentorship, more kupuna participate, include at least 10 class sessions and 
building our program and creating a curriculum that involved our garden.  As far as the budget this past 

school year, again we were awarded $5,000.  If you look at the budget, I tried to simplify it.  Everything 

that has been spent has gone to equipment and supplies.  No one was paid everything that was grown 
was donated to members of our community, faculty and staff.  It was amazing to see how many 

vegetable, fruits and wonderful plants that came out of this small little project.  The mending, the caring 
of the garden with Mr. Hookipa and Mr. Vidinha over the years and I would like to really recognize them 

for their hard work.  So many good things came out of it and some of you may have had your kids bring 

home some of the vegetables and some in the audience may have witness some of the products that 
came out of the garden. It was amazing to see the excitement in the kids learning about the history of 

taro, the background of where it came from and the different types of taro.  Most importantly, their 
wonderings, why does it grow this big, what does it take to grow, how can I do this at home.  Amazing to 

hear from parents on how the project impacted their child.  Today the garden is in its second phase.  We 

have another round of taro currently being planted.  We planted sweet Maui onions and what is important 
to know is this project is now a part of our academic and financial plan. It is now built in.  Every school 

year we have a blueprint of what we’re going to do and what is expected and the things that we agree to 
and so our garden project is a part of our school academic plan.  I do have teachers that are interested.  

My A-Plus program will be using the garden as well as our Kupuna program and grade level teachers.  I 
am eager to see what this project can bring forward alongside with the help from business partnerships, 

Waste Management Hawaii, they are very accommodating in terms of things that we need, they always 

make sure that what we need, they get for our keiki so thank you to them and to you as members of the 
CAC.  Thank you for recognizing Kekaha Elementary and valuing education because we need these types 

of activities so we can get these kids ready for the 21st Century.  Thank you 

  Power Point presentation 
slides with photos were 

shared with group that 
showed growth of project and 

involvement of students, 
 kupuna, faculty and staff.

Bruce Pleas Thank you.  I’m going to open it up to the members for discussion.  Please be brief.   Very good project.  

Very pleased with the results.  Will you be looking for funding during the next cycle? 
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Jason Yoshida Sounds Good 

Jose Bulatao I had a question.  Have you folks considered the possibility in pickling or taking some of your products 

and having it cooked and frozen so you can use it in soups and things of that sort to make the product 
have a longer shelf life? 

Jason Yoshida I don’t think that we’ve gone that far yet but we have through about using them within our school 
cafeteria.  I just need to make sure that I follow all of the schools guidelines.  Hopefully one day Mr. 

Bulatao that we’ll get some pickled onions to you. 

Bruce Pleas I noticed in year two, you’re going to do composting.  That’s good.  It will be very informative for the 
students to learn how to use that because I know it works. 

Jason Yoshida Yes it does and I know the Kekaha Community passes out those composting bins so we’ll be using those 

and as you know the cafeteria produces a lot of waste. 

Bruce Pleas I would suggest that areas that you plan to grow in could be composted.  Any other discussion?  Ok. 

Thank you.  We’ll call forward the next person. 

VI.  New 
Business 

b.  Presentation, Discussion and possible discussion, decision-making, Grant Status Report – 
E Ola Mau Na Leo O Kekaha – The W – Josh Burton 

Josh Burton Good evening for the record and for the audience that we have here, my name is Josh Burton and I 

represent a non-profit youth organization called The W.  My report will be really short because this is my 
second time reporting.  You should have in front of you a timeline.  In the summer of 2012 I hosted a 

basketball camp at Island School.  My proposal was to sponsor youth from Kekaha to the camp.  Included 
in the scholarships was the registration fee.  They received t-shirts, basketballs and transportation was 

provided for them as well as snacks during the camp. If you look at the timeline, in November 2011 is 

when the proposal was submitted and in May of 2012 is when I received notification that the proposal was 
approved by the Mayor.  In June of 2012 we went ahead and signed the agreement letter with the County 

and June we held our camp.  About a month later in July we submitted our final report, financial report 
with receipts and invoices to the County and in September we received our grant check in the amount of 

$5,000.  In October we had some remaining funds and we made a request to the CAC for another clinic to 

be held in the fall and that was approved in October.  In November we had our clinic and in December we 
once again submitted our reconciliation report with receipts for the entire year and once again we had 

funds leftover so in January we requested to use the remaining funds for our camp which is taking place 
in June. So once again, we will use those funds to sponsor the youth from Kekaha to attend our camp 

again.  I guess I can clarify why we had funds leftover from our 2 camp events.  If you look at the 
timeline from the time the proposal was submitted and the time we were notified if we were approved, 

there was only about a month, less than a month left before our camp so as soon as I found out, that our 

proposal got approved, I closed registration from the public and started finding participants from Kekaha.  
In our reports you’ll see and all of our receipts, that money spent.  In our financial books we have it 

broken down exactly what was spent by line item.  At the summer camp was five days long.  At the end of 
the camp, the last hour we have a program where there is a video shown everyday and after the video 

the coaches touch up on the video and share personal connections that the kids can relate to.  I just 

wanted to share with you that this is not only a basketball camp.  These coaches provide a lot of life skills.   
 

  Handouts were distributed to 

CAC members.  Video shown 
 to CAC.

Jose Bulatao If I may suggest, one of the ways that might be very helpful for you to share the positives that the 
children may have experienced if they could write anything as they are able to relate to you and to give 

copies to the CAC so we have documented evidence from the children perspective of what they thought 

they gained from this experience. 

Josh Burton That’s a good point.  They do have camp evaluations on the last day so I can provide those copies to you. 

Bruce Pleas I thank you for everything you’ve done.  I fully support what you are doing.  Please consider applying for 

funding again at the next cycle. 

Josh Burton I want to thank E Ola Mau for being our fiscal sponsor and since then, I wanted to let you know that we 

have gotten our 501c3 status. 

Jose Bulatao Fantastic. 

Josh Burton Thank you. 

VI.  New 

Business 

c.  Presentation, Discussion and possible discussion, decision-making, Grant Status Report – 

Boys and Girls Club, Kekaha Keiki: Learning about Waste Diversion through Trashology 101 – 
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Keith Cruickshank 

 Aloha everybody.  I am Aunty Bernie and most of you know who I am.  We recently lost Keith Cruickshank 

so I was appointed to be here at this meeting tonight to talk about our program with Trashology 101.  We 
did a lot of things.  While doing our presentation, our computers got infected however; we did bring some 

things here on our poster board.  We are doing a lot of things with the kids.  We’ve done a lot of 
gardening and have gone out to Waiawa site where they actually work with the taro.  If you look at the 

poster board.  These are some of the things that they have been doing.  This is Noe Oligo and she is the 
staff on board for this grant.  She will explain what she’s done with the kids so far.  We have about 

$3,000 left and we would like to request for an extension of our project to utilize the leftover funds.  I’m 

going to let Noe take it over and explain to you what she has on our agenda. 

Noe Oligo Aloha everyone.  The programs that we have had since the time period that I received this position are, 

we did the waste management at the Kekaha Landfill where we toured the facility to learn about the 

awareness of the Kekaha Landfill and how important it is to properly dispose your trash.  Moving forward 
we did visit a few times, the Kekaha Community Garden and we are scheduled to attend the compost 

presentation very shortly within this month or two with the students who come to our summer program.   
We frequently went to Waiawa Valley located in Mana with Treston Caberto, who educated our students 

about his farm and Waiawa Valley and how important it is to take care of the land and my objective is to 
promote all of these kids who are playing with electronic devices and to learn the old Hawaiian ancient 

way.  We also participated in Kokee at the Makahiki games and future occasions, we will be working with 

KIUC in regards to their conservation energy project and with the Kilauea lighthouse to learn more about 
the Shearwater Program they have there as well.  Moving forward into the National Botanical Gardens, we 

went during spring break and got a glimpse of the Alerton Gardens and we got to job shadow career 
development with the workers of the National Botanical Garden. And that’s it. 

Aunty Bernie Also I wanted to mention, through this Trashology Grant, we were offered by Waimea Middle School to 

use the garden there in the back of the school.  Syngenta and Pioneer is actually working with us in 
helping us clear it up so that the kids can actually plant vegetables, flowers and sell those vegetables to 

raise monies for our programs that they are in.  I want to thank you guys for the money.  We just need 
an extension if possible? 

Bruce Pleas Are there any discussions? 

Evelyn Olores How many students are involved in this Trashology Project? 

Aunty Bernie I believe the Trashology grant calls for 33 kids so we have a lot and the curriculum is a lot of sessions.  I 
wanted to get involved with Kekaha School and St. Theresa so I talked to Kuulei at the Kekaha 

Neighborhood Center and they want us back again. 

Bruce Pleas Because you weren’t here from the start of the process, the proposal specifically targeted towards Kekaha 
residents so the funds need to be supportive of the Kekaha residents and if you have everything here and 

the Kekaha residents are here as long as you concentrate on Kekaha and target it towards them you 
should be ok and it was Trashology and not agriculture so because you weren’t here and your new you 

need to work these things out. 

Jose Bulatao My concern is your program title is Kekaha’s Keiki learning about waste diversion through Trashology 101.  
I heard something about the agriculture effort but I would like to hear about more information about the 

waste diversion and I do understand that you came on board after this thing was introduced and it may 

have created a situation where you shifted gears that you’re trying to bring some information or some 
learning experience to the children.  If there may be any opportunity to continue in the program, it needs 

to be very clear about the way you folks will inform the CAC that you’re making some adjustments.  It 
may have been the fault of the way the short application form may have been presented to you because it 

may have not covered that approach or concern and that is not your fault and it may have been an over 
site in the way that we prepared the application for you folks to fill and it’s a learning experience for us as 

well.  So what I’m trying to emphasize with you is if you’re going to continue with the program, whether 

it’s here or there, the important thing is this.  What are you doing to fulfill the purposes of intent of what 
you folks proposed to us because the proposal came from Boys and Girls Club? Now even if you had to 

shift gears, I would encourage you to go back to the original proposal if that isn’t possible, you need to let 
us know as soon as possible. 

Aunty Bernie I think we should go back to the original proposal.  All they sent me was the budget of what we spent and 

this progress report and tonight’s agenda and that was it.  I shoot from the hip that’s how it was. I believe 
our CEO needs to come to inform us a little more.  All I can do is what the original contract has which 

they haven’t provided it to me yet. 

Bruce Pleas Yvonne can you please provide all the background information on this.  How long do you think you need 
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an extension for?  I don’t want you to spend it quickly. I want you to spend it wisely.  What I’m looking 

for is a motion for an extension. 

Jose Bulatao My recollection of what we decided at our last meeting was if there were unexpended funds that on June 
30th, if there was no clear expenditure already made then it would revert back to our HCB fund. Now, in 

terms of your request and in terms of the way like Jason pointed out that if you’re going to go annually, 
from July to June, you cannot tell the plants to stop growing and if you’re going to do something in the 

middle of what their doing, growing something that meets the proposal’s objectives then we need to 
make some adjustments and we’re beginning to realize this but I think it might be prudent for us to hear 

their plea and at the appropriate time to consider it by case by case to see that if there can be some 

arrangement and clarify what working relationship and understandings that need to be met then we can 
come up with a definite answer for you. 

Myra Elliott I believe it was a long form grant.  Correction on that as I believe it was $10,000. 

Bruce Pleas As a member who cannot make a motion however, I’m all for extending this due to the circumstances of a 
new person does not have a concept of what was going on.  I’m looking for a motion to extend. 

Myra Elliott I’m sorry and I know you’re trying really hard but I thought and I could be wrong and please correct me 

but I thought it was for children to learn on how to do waste diversion through trashology and all the 
things you’ve done are really good but it didn’t really go to the goal with what the grant was. To me it 

appears that way to me but you don’t have all the information. 

Aunty Bernie Well we have all the sign in sheets at my site of all the different activities. 

Myra Elliott That’s not what I mean. 

Jose Bulatao What I was concerned with Bruce was, although I am inclined to want to consider the extension, I’m 

leaning in that direction, I think we need time possibly after the meeting that if we want to sit and talk 
about specifics and particulars, we still have another meeting in June to make that determination.  But it 

needs to be based on clarity, transparency and accountability and some definitive ideas that we know 
upfront about why we would approve the possibility of this extension and not merely on your request. Ok. 

Aunty Bernie Like I said, I shoot from the hip, that’s how I am I just asked if there was a possibility for it because 

$3000 is $3000 and if I can use it, that would help. 

Jose Bulatao For us to be prudent about the way we allocate these funds we also need that information so whether you 

shoot from the hip or not, it is of no consequence to us, we will still maintain our responsibility.  And so if 

we can negotiate and come to some understanding then the group will decide, no one individual will make 
that decision.  

Bruce Pleas So what I’m hearing is that this will be an agenda item at our next meeting.  And what that does is give 

you until the next agenda to learn about the basics about the Kekaha’s Keiki Learning through waste 
diversion to fulfill the original commitment of the proposal.  Please bring the program where it started.  So 

we have a consensus to put this on the next meeting agenda for an extension. 

VI. New 
Business 

d.  Presentation, Discussion and possible discussion, decision-making, Grant Status Report – 
St. Theresa School Renewable Energy Project  – Mary Jean Buza Sims 

Mary Jean Aloha, Mary Jean Buza-Sims, Principal of St. Theresa School, today I have with me, Matt Taeza to my left 
who is the Project Manager for the PV Project at St. Theresa and Darlene Muraoka who wrote the grant.  

So I know you have the form in front of you and I’ll have Matt present the update of the project. 

Matt Taeza We are currently right now waiting for our parts purchase order for the necessary equipment to be 
ordered.  That order for the equipment should take place by the end of next week and it should be 

shipped and on it’s way to the island.  Simultaneously what’s happening is we’re getting ready to issue the 

RFP’s to several of our local contractors for the installation of the system.  We anticipate that process to 
take approximately 30 days so we’re looking at actual construction to take place the second week of July 

and hopefully the contractor is in place to start the installation process. 

Bruce Pleas Thank you.  I will open it up for discussion. I’m interested in you said you’ve already bought the panels 

and equipment. Was that put out to an RFP or just selected by who. 

Matt Taeza The equipment was more or less specified by our local engineer who is helping the project.  It went out to 
our engineers to specify the best product that we could get for the project. 

Bruce Pleas Where are those built? 

Matt Taeza They are European designed and assembled in Georgia.  There is a specified change in our inverters.  
We’ve switched instead of the SMA inverters; we’ve switched to Fronius inverters.   

Bruce Pleas And the installation will go out to a request for bid and that will be basically for the installation of the 

materials that you have. 

Matt Taeza It will be installation of specified owner-supplied equipment with the contractor also supplying some of the 
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equipment that they are familiar with using. Right now what we are doing is using our guidelines as set 

forth by the Diocese so they have a guideline that specifies projects. It includes a letter of intent, it will go 
out to more than 3 companies for bidding and when we award the contract, the installation contractor will 

be signing onto a Diocese contract. 

Darlene Muraoka If you do have our long form in front of you, it should have the process in there. 

Jose Bulatao I have a question.  It says here on #2 that the PV system size has increased from a 10 kw to a 15kw. 

When you made your original, well we had agreed that we would have given St. Theresa $55,000.  With 

the increase from 10 to 15, do you anticipate an increase in the amount that you requested? 

 Thank you for that question. No it will not include an increase.  I think what I had stated at a previous 

meeting that we would utilize the market and the demand for product and go about this in a way that we 

would be able to install a system with maximum efficiency for the $55,000. So what we’ve done is 
increase the size of the system to a 15 kw system and because of the price currently with the solar we’ve 

actually been able to get a larger system for the same amount of money. 

Jose Bulatao Ok. So it doesn’t incur additional expense in other words.  The other question that I have is you have a 

budget balance of $25,888 what is your anticipated expense for the remainder of your budget. 

Matt Taeza The remaining balance will be more than sufficient to cover the installation cost of the system and that’s 
based on the contractors that are interested in doing the system.  They helped us figure out budgetary 

numbers by giving us numbers of what they see the installation cost of our system would be. 

Jose Bulatao Might it be possible for you to turn in your anticipated budgetary expenses as soon as possible so that we 
are aware as to where you are financially because we wouldn’t want to be blind-sided by a possible 

request for more funding and not realizing that this may be so and you may want to include your in-kind 
services that may be applicable to the work that you’re doing so that there is some clarity about what 

actual dollars are being spent and what actual the time you folks are putting into it that may also be some 

in-kind services.  

Myra Elliott Matt you’ll save more energy going to a 15 kw right. So if I recall from the original application that monies 

saved would go towards scholarships correct?  That would be a good thing. 

Matt Taeza That’s correct. All of the savings from the system will be going to the scholarship for the Kekaha kids. 

Myra Elliott Have you been able to adjust that and give us some idea?  I know you came up with some number, but I 

don’t remember. 

Darlene Muraoka In the grant that we submitted, in the Long Form, there was a form in their where we provided different 
scenarios one with the 10kw and 15kw so it shows the savings there. 

Myra Elliott Ok.  Thank you.  I will look at it. 

Jose Bulatao One more quick last point.  I think it will be very necessary for you folks to be able to account for when 

the scholarships are being given out that there is an account of that and that a report of that is given to 
us so if anyone asks we can say this is what has been provided to us.  I would really appreciate that.  

Thomas Nizo So I have a question.  How many panels is that? 

Matt Taeza We’re using 60 panels at I believe 250 watts a piece. 

Thomas Nizo And also, If you can provide also a construction timeline.  And do you have a schematic plan? 

Matt Taeza Yes.  We have the engineered drawings.  We have everything we need right now for our bid package.  We 

have the engineering drawings, the plans all of the equipment information and I already informally 
received KIUC’s approval on our project.  We made sure we shared that with them so that we wouldn’t 

run into any roadblocks with KIUC so I met with Caroline and she’s given preliminary approval of the 
project.  So what I can do is provide the board with our RFP and our construction packet so you can see 

the process we followed. 

Thomas Nizo I don’t think we all need one.  But just one with your status report. 

Bruce Pleas Yes I believe if you submit anything to Yvonne and she’ll distribute it to us.  As for the scholarships I 
believe in the long form we did want a list of everything. It looks like your rolling ahead pretty well and 

we’ll be glad to see some panels up on top and I know some people were concerned with some air 
conditioners being put in and was going to subtract the scholarships but you have dedicated the $55,000 

to the scholarships, it may just take longer but as for air conditioning in the rooms all Kekaha residents 
and the teachers will be much more comfortable.  I hope you follow energy conservation when it’s 60 

degrees. 

Mary Jean Buza 
Sims 

Actually the teachers have to ask for permission to turn it on.  Only certain times of the day and months 
and we also take into consideration, the trade winds and if we have the trade winds it’s cooler. 

Jose Bulatao Two quick questions.  Did you check with KIUC as to how soon they may be able to activate your PV 

system at the school? And whether or not if you have any information from them about their capability of 
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providing the actual connectivity systems to activate your PV system.  Has that been clarified to you yet? 

Matt Taeza No it hasn’t. 

Jose Bulatao I would encourage you to not make that assumption and to check that out and I would appreciate what 
kind of response you had to that.  

Bruce Pleas Ok.  Any more discussion?  OK. Thank you very much.  With that, I will call up the next one. 

VI. New 
Business 

e.  Presentation, Discussion and possible discussion, decision-making, Grant Status Report – 
Kekaha Community Garden  – Diane Shoemaker 

Bruce Pleas Please don’t make your presentation as long as your written report or we’ll be here until next month.  This 

presentation that we received from you is beyond comprehension for most people but is very much what I 
would look for.  This is the type of report that shows how everything went, how every dollar was spent, 

what was done.  You have actually done in my opinion a $50,000 plus dollar baseline survey of what a 
garden can provide to from Kalaheo or as far west, east Hanapepe to Kekaha and what people eat and 

what their responses are and I read everything and it’s just entertaining and it is well worth the money 

that we have put out and sorry to do discussion first, and thank you very much. I won’t say anything at 
the end because it’s good. 

Diane Shoemaker Thank you.  So I’ll just make this really brief because I am long winded in my written reports but I do like 

to be comprehensive. So for the audience I want to share what we’ve accomplished.  We have been able 
to coordinate and host garden workshops. Those are everything from drip irrigation, companion planting 

and our most recent workshop was a tree-planting workshop with Rich Teeter.  We also were able to 
provide a healthy food prep and nutrition workshop series and that’s basically where individuals were able 

to attend a four week class with Chef Donovan Cabebe and nutritionist, Sharon Dela Pena with Hoola 
Lahui Hawaii who co-instructed that class and basically individuals learned how to incorporate the 

vegetables growing out of our garden, their own gardens or from the grocery store into affordable 

delicious recipes.  We did also do a lot of education beyond recipes.  We wanted people to walk out of 
there increasing their quantity and quality of vegetables they consumed each day. Our youth programs 

have really grown.  Kids like to get their hands dirty.  They walk away learning new skills.  We teach them 
how to harvest so they go home or back to school with what they’ve harvested.  We participated in 

Kekaha School’s Career Day and planted seeds with them.  St. Theresa School also has 6 to 8th graders 

who have been working with us for this past school year and we’ve developed a curriculum with them.  
We have three communal garden days and we offer them basic trainings.   We also provide scholarships 

and that is to individuals that are referred to us.  And lastly I just want to say for those of you who 
weren’t here at the last meeting, this is John Jensson and he will be taking over the garden as I am 

moving off island.   

Bruce Pleas Thank you.  Open up for discussion.  Ok. None.  Thank you. 

VI.  New 

Business 

e.  Presentation, Discussion and possible discussion, decision-making, Grant Status Report – 

Hawaii Rainbow Road Crew – Vivian Rose 

Vivian Rose How many of you on the board saw A Christmas Carol, please raise your hand.  Ok.  Two of you that’s 
good.  I wish all of you had seen it because actions speak louder than words and thank you for those who 

did come and Thomas did more than watch.  He was my right hand man.  I just want to say first, the play 

of Christmas carol has been playing on Hoike and it will be playing all month.  The Mayor is in it and his 
wife; we had 30 people from Kekaha and Waimea in the production.  I want to thank you all for giving me 

this opportunity to go forward with this project.  We had ages from 7 to 70 years old.  These are some 
still photos from the production performed at the Episcopal Church and Storybook Theater and we ended 

at the Waimea Historic Theater, which is a beautiful place to do a production.  I have been getting 
comments from people since we’ve done the production. What I’m excited about is the people who have 

come up to me who want to partner with Hawaii Rainbow.  What I haven’t done and want to start doing 

more this year is getting involved more with the schools in the Theater and Music department.  We have 
two gifted artist, one opera singer and dancer but I don’t have funds to hire these people.  I’d like to try 

to do competitions within the schools, like Pitch Perfect.  Competing in imagination and singing and keep 
up with what’s happening in the rest of the world.  So this is what we’d like to continue. I would like to 

introduce Mark Jeffers who was my fiscal sponsor. 

Mark Jeffers Storybook Theater is a small non-profit theater in Hanapepe. We made the decision to be the fiscal 
sponsor for this project, Rainbow Road Crew here in Kekaha.  I think the core of the program was really 

Vivian and Ron working directly with the students here in Kekaha at the community center.  All I have to 
say is, it was not easy to be the administrative fiscal sponsor to the grant it was not easy keeping up with 

Vivian and Ron as people in the theater are always on the go all the time but theater revitalizes and 

energizes a community especially when you have people working with the community not just the 
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building.  Storybook Theater provided you with this report.  The project is officially completed at this point 

and I’m sure Vivian and Ron would like to continue. 

Pastor – Episcopal 
Church 

With what Mark said, kudos because Ron and Vivian Rose desire is to reach the community of Kekaha to 
make children as well as adults aware of the Theater skills.  I understand and know this community. I’ve 

been here for 23 years.  Children are shy and these kids blossomed in participating in the program.  I see 
the value that this program has to offer the kids and people of Kekaha. Please continue this program. 

Vivian Rose Thank you so much. Darlene is a mother of a child who was in our show. And George was our piano 

player and was the oldest member in our production, 76 years old. Oh there’s Danika.  Could you come up 
to say a few words? How was it for you to be in this production? 

Danika Muraoka During my experience with the Road Crew, she taught me how to perform and act better than I started 

out with and she really helped me with my singing and posture and she’s a really good teacher.  

George I was born and raised in Waimea.  I attended Kamehameha School.  This lady did Broadway shows in 

New York city. 

  Hawaii Road Crew presented 
a brief video of the 

 production to the members.

Bruce Pleas That was very nice, thank you.  I’ll open it up for discussion. 

Evelyn Olores I’d like to thank Danika. You were great in that production. I hope she learned a lot from the production 

and gained confidence by being on that stage.  Good job Danika. 

Jose Bulatao I have a question and a suggestion.  I know that you would like to promote live theater and from the 
commentary that you presented, it’s a much appreciated endeavor to bring actors to perform in front of a 

live audience.  My question to you is whether or not you have considered the possibility of doing some of 
your productions so that it can be videotaped and played over community television. 

Vivian Rose It was.  That’s what we did. 

Jose Bulatao That was a presentation of an actual stage performance but to go into the studio so you can get the best 
sound arrangement, the best light arrangement and things of that sort simply to give your theater efforts 

a lot of exposure to the Kauai audience and the reason that I am suggesting that is because if you are 

looking for funding resources and support, you need to get in touch with a wider audience so that you can 
go to those possible resources for financial assistance.  Like Hawaii Community Foundation.  There may 

be some groups that may want to fund creative drama outlets for Keiki to Kupuna and there may be 
something because live theater offers that wide range of contact with the people in the community, It 

may be something that you may need to look into and tap into to further the work you’re doing because 

one of the things that I worry about is that you come into the CAC for funding resources which is fine but 
we should not be the only funding resource to provide assistance for what you are doing.  That’s all I’m 

saying Thank you. 

Vivian Rose In our program, we have people who did donate money and we had a 
little raffle and Ron is working on another original Play that we will do as 

movies.  

 

Bruce Pleas Ok.  So what I would like to further discuss is the equipment which at the 

end of the cycle to be returned to the Neighborhood Center.  I will add 

this to the next meeting as an agenda item with regards to the 
equipment.  Maybe as a trade off, you could have a student or someone 

come and video tape these meetings to air on Ho’ike but that can be 
discussed at the next meeting. 

Status of equipment.  

Requesting extension on the 

 return of equipment.

VI.  New 

Business 

f. Grant Status Report – Kekaha Pop Warner  – Nalani Brun 

Yvonne Hosaka Nalani is here in the audience and she and I both discussed this proposal.  Kekaha Pop Warner was 

awarded a $5,000 grant however; a few months after receiving their award they returned the money due 

to transition in their 501c3 status. So there is no report required. 

Bruce Pleas Ok.  At this time we will go to Unfinished Business.  

Unfinished 

Business  

a.  Discussion and possible decision making E Ola Mau Naleo O Kekaha Proposal – 4th of July 

Celebration 

Bruce Will the applicants please come forward?  Basically, what you have presented to us, what I see, is a blank 
check to stand on the event.  What you have listed is a total of $20,000 plus some added expenses.  What 

I asked last time was that I really wanted to see where the monies were going to benefit Kekaha.  What I 
suggested was, you have booth fees on your budget form, that means Kekaha Pop Warner paid a fee for 
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a booth, correct? 

Mary Jane Buza- 

Sims 

Correct. 

Bruce Now, what I was looking for was that the Kekaha non-profits would not have to put a booth fee out, the 

monies you receive from the HCB would cover them so they would instantly did not put a $1000 down or 
whatever the amount of the booth fee was covered. That’s just what I was looking for and I didn’t get it, 

and that’s fine.  But I understand this is what you are planning to spend this on; this is just to get this 

going?  With the 4th of July not happening at PMRF you are going to have, this will be the same day as the 
one in Lihue?   

Mary Jane Buza-

Sims 

Yes. 

Bruce Ok.  That’s no problem.  I was just wondering, so that’s just my concerns and I’ll open it up now for 

discussion. 

Jose Bulatao Were they going to present their proposal? 

Bruce Yes. 

Darlene Muraoka So, we wanted to write a grant this year for the E Ola Mau Association to help with our 4th of July on the 

Westside Celebration.  Basically, although there is a booth fee, if you look at the expenses on the budget 
form you can see that the expenses far out-weigh the donations that we have and although we charge a 

booth fee of $300, I can speak from experience, a lot of the booths do make 10X or more in profit, so 
although there is a fee, last year a lot of the booths made back their booth fee and a whole lot more. 

Mary Jane Buza 

Sims 

At this point, we have about 8 food booths that have signed up and these are non-profit organizations 

from Kekaha.  It’s not open to any other organization outside of Kekaha.  We have churches, youth 
organizations.  There is also game booths, arts and crafts, and schools.  Like Darlene said, the $300 

charge for a food booth is a charge that we use the monies to put up the structures and to purchase 

supplies that we need for a place for them to have their booth, which is minimal to what they make.  If 
you’re looking at “what do they gain”, they gain anywhere from $4000 to $8000 in a days period and the 

event runs for about 7 hours. 10am to 11 at night. 

Myra Elliott I don’t mean to interrupt….  I don’t have a problem with the booth fee because obviously, this event cost 

a lot more and that’s minimal compared to your other expenses.  I’m just gonna throw that out there. 

Jose Bulatao Mary Jane, after the meeting before the last one I couldn’t attend, I had some suggestions from the 
community that I wanted to run by you folks and everyone else for that matter.  Revenue generated 

possibilities is a big challenge for the community organization and two suggestions that were made was if 

there is going to be a parade as was mentioned after that meeting, might it be possible to have decorated 
wheel barrels carrying plants and the if the plants could be brought to the event and be sold and if the 

plants were donated by community residents and if we had enough that’s fine or to contact the ministries 
on the island so that they can help generate revenue and they pay for the space and they take the line 

share 80% for example, of what they sell so that there is some income coming into the organization and 

there is an opportunity for a plant sale which we have not ever done here and that was to promote the 
yard beautification type contest that we use to have decades ago, to bring a tie-in to why we are having a 

plant sale and why we want to bring out the yard beautification contest to the community again.  That 
was one of the suggestions.  The other suggestion was, if we had space where they could either bring in 

their own tents, or if we had the money to bring in some tents, or to have what they call the bargain 
hunters, garage sale concept and charge space for our community residents to bring their clothing, their 

cooking utensils, household good, like they do at garage sales, or yard sales because it is something very 

common in the community and you can provide them an opportunity for revenue generating but also have 
additional revenue for the community sponsor.  So that may be something else you folks may want to 

consider. 

Mary Jane Buza 
Sims 

I think that these ideas that people have should be brought to the committee when we have a meeting 
then we can discuss and make decisions from the point.  Thank you 

Thomas Nizo So my question is, your current grant is for $15,000.  How did you get this number and why did you get 
this number?  The other thing is, nowhere on the income state as part of the budget, does it show any 

county funds at all? 

Mary Jane Buza 
Sims 

We did not get the County grant this year.  That’s why we came to E Ola Mau for $15,000 and we 
could’ve asked for $40,000 but the sentiments of the CAC was this was not to pay for the fireworks.  The 

fireworks are $20,000. 
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Darlene Muraoka The reason for the $15,000 grant is because, excluding the fireworks show, the total expenses are 

$21,000   We got some money including the in-kind for voluntary service.  That was to off-set what we 
don’t have.  I think this year, because the base is not going to have their big fireworks show, We 

anticipate more people, therefore, more expenses due to County rules and regulations that we have to 

follow as having the facilities, bathrooms, the permits for the fireworks, and all of those things need to be 
paid for.  We cannot just tell them to use the only 2 available bathrooms at the park, etc.  In addition, we 

also have a million dollar insurance policy that we need to purchase to even put on the fireworks show.  
So all of these expenses are incurred and it goes to benefit the people of Kekaha and these non-profit 

organizations. 
 

Thomas Nizo So my question is, I guess to the board.  If the board is saying, you are saying that the board said, “We 

will not, that the monies cannot be spent on the fireworks?   
 

Darlene Muraoka Yes.  Cannot. 

Thomas Nizo So we voted on that?  OK. From where I am standing, all of the other projects that came to the table 
involved other residents from other towns and we’re talking about this one, it’s for and in Kekaha strictly 

for our community.  Why did we put that limit out there?  I’m sorry, I know I missed two meetings due to 

family issues, but what was the reasoning for that?  Did we vote on that Yvonne? 

Jose Bulatao I don’t recall voting on that.  There were some expressions of concern by a few people who didn’t think 

we should spend any money on the fireworks and we just listened to that point of view but I don’t think 

we made any ruling on that.  Because, let’s face the reality, the fireworks is the draw that brings people to 
the community.  Kekaha doesn’t have 10 to 15,000 people that have come to these things year after year 

and this goes back to the 1930’s when I was a youngster.  The fact of the matter is everything is all 
integrated.  No matter what happens, it’s all integrated. 

Mary Jane Buza 

Sims 

And I think this is one big event that really helps out our non-profits, our youth organizations and our 

schools, and they’re all from Kekaha.  I think we have to look at that.  We’re not benefiting, E Ola Mau is 
not making any money, we’re putting up the money, we’re trying to get the money to put on this event to 

support our community.  So if we have to, we have $15,000 in our coffers, that’s all we have.  We will 
defer cost if we need to but we would like to break even and make sure that the non-profits make the 

money to support their programs for at least support their programs for 6 to 8 months. 

 

Evelyn Olores You know, we’ve been talking all the time about, this is Kekaha’s HCB funds and monies should be spent 

specifically for Kekaha.  I feel at this point, this money is specifically for Kekaha.  I’ve been with KCA for 

as long as it was in existence and that was the biggest draw and without fireworks, it’s not a 4th of July 
program.  I feel at this point, looking at what expenses you go through and looking at how Kekaha spends 

its money, we’re always pointing out that Kekaha has to be for Kekaha’s residents and at this point, 
maybe we should look at, all of the expenses that we need to put up and fireworks is one of the things, if 

we don’t have it, it’s not a Kekaha 4th of July Celebration period.  So at this point, I would expect my 
colleagues over here to look at what we’ve been preaching to everybody that this program, this money is 

for Kekaha’s residents and we should look at putting up the money for Kekaha community 

Glenn Molander I agree with what Evelyn is saying that this is something that is for Kekaha and we need to look at it very 
closely and I thought we discussed this in detail at the last meeting and pretty much covered everything 

and my question right now is, it appears to me that everything’s covered if we come up with the money 

that you are requesting?  So would your budget cover fireworks and everything you need at this point, or 
is there a question that you need more. 

Darlene Muraoka Mary Jane suggested that we keep it at $15,000, but we could. 
 

Mary Jane Buza 

Sims 

Well, I would like to ask for the full $41,000.  I’m not shame about that, you know because it’s for 

everybody but, no, we don’t have the $20,000.  I’m hoping that we raise the $20,000 for the fireworks 
that night by getting donations prior or that night.  So, no, we don’t have the $20,000. We have $15,000 

in the coffers and if we make extra money, ok, if not, we’re out of money. E Ola Mau is out of money.  So 

if the committee is open to us getting the $41,000, I’ll ask for the $41,000. 

Glenn Molander Ok. So the $5000 from the corn company.  Is that hoped for? 

Mary Jane Buza 

Sims 

To date.  I have $1000 from Syngenta.  It’s not in my hands but I have done the paper work to receive 

the money and that is a for sure thing.  I haven’t received any word.. The other one is Pioneer for $1000 
so they’re not giving more than $1000 and I hear there is only 4 companies right now for sure. 
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Glen Molander So then really, your budget, what you requested the $15,000 right now it’s still sort of minimal whether 

everything can be covered or not. 

Thomas Nizo But that’s just a perspective budget, it’s not actual right. 

Mary Jane Buza 
Sims 

The actual is really the expense part but the income is not really actual right now. 

Thomas Nizo So the $15,000 that you say you have in the coffers is E Ola money. 

Mary Jane Buza 
Sims 

Correct, not money that have come in for this project to date. 

Thomas Nizo My question is, why is it $15,000? 

Bruce Pleas So, is there any more discussion?  At this point, I’d be looking for a motion and also to remind anybody 

associated with E Ola Mau should recuse themselves at this point for voting.  I have let the discussions go 
and I may get in trouble for that, but I think you cannot vote, it would be a conflict of interest and you 

cannot make a motion as well so who… First, please show a hand if you are associated with E Ola Mau 
and will be recusing themselves? 

Bruce Pleas We have one so therefore, we still have a quorum.  If your still open for 
discussion you can chime in anytime, once a motion is made, you cannot 

make a motion or vote. 

 Recused:  Jose Bulatao

Jose Bulatao I would like to leave everybody with this thought.  This is an opportunity for the CAC voting members to 

consider how this support may be seen from the public at large most especially for our Kekaha residents.  
The point of the matter is, this is an annual event, although we have not had it every year.  But this 

speaks loudly of Kekaha’s history and it provides an opportunity for Kekaha residents to work together on 
an event that requires the community to help each other out and if the CAC has that desire to help the 

community do something of note, I think the committee should consider that.  I close with that.  

Myra Elliott Can I ask the general public... Do you have any comments or disagreements against this.  It looks like, 
I’m getting a feeling that everyone is supporting this. Does anyone have anything to say? 

Vivian Rose Can I say something?  Will this be open to anybody?  I would like to have a booth?  I support it, I’m from 
Kekaha. 

Myra Elliott I want to add one more positive thing about this is that this is for every Kekaha resident. Who doesn’t see 

the fireworks?  I know that there is a lot of negative stuff about blowing all the money on fireworks and 
you can’t have an event if you don’t spend the money up front to have the event. 

Mary Jane Buza 
Sims 

I’d like to also add, what Vivian said, We have booths that we don’t charge that are informational booths.  
If they are informational booths like Hospice if Hospice wants to have a booth here, there is no charge 

because it is an organization that helps all of our communities so we don’t charge informational booths.  

Like the community garden had a booth last year. 

Myra Elliott I think we should have a booth to check your blood pressure checks . 

Mary Jane Buza 

Sims 

I think we did one year and we had the lifeguards so we have informational booths. 

Glen Molander I would gladly make a motion if I knew what to make a motion on.  What I’m trying to get a grip on is, 
what’s really needed.  In other words, you’ve already indicated that the $15,000 is probably going to be 

short.  The $41,000 is the whole ball of wax.  Is there something in the next 60 seconds you’d be able to 
come up with for a reasonable request that we could then make a motion on? 

Thomas Nizo I want to make a motion that E Ola Mau revisits their budget, come up with a new number so that we can 
fund an appropriate amount for these expenses for this event that is annual and it’s for all of Kekaha 

residents and well, for at least once a year.  So I make a motion for you folks to come up with a 
reasonable amount before the next meeting so we can vote on the approval of this proposal.  

Darlene Muraoka Can I tell you right now? 

Thomas Nizo Sure 
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Darlene Muraoka So I’m looking at the budget here.  Right now our predicted income is $17,000.  Our expenses are 

$23,000.  If we can increase it to $23,000 from $15,000 then that would be a sufficient amount. 

Thomas Nizo So I make the motion to approve this proposal for funding of $23,000. Moved by Thomas, second by 
Myra. 

Bruce Pleas I hear, there’s a motion and second for funding of $23,000.  Any discussion? 

Glenn Molander I know that we’re occasionally appearing to set precedence on unspent funds and I hate to do it and I 
think that we’ve already established with the County Attorney that we control with what we want to do.  

Anyway, my suggestion is that after all expenses have been paid, any remaining funds be returned to the 
CAC and we again look at this for next year. 

Mary Jane Buza 

Sims 

I think that is reasonable pending we don’t have to go into our own pocket.  We will provide a detailed 

report. 

Myra Elliott And shame on the County…  Sorry 

Bruce Pleas The County doesn’t have any money.  Oh, go ahead Evelyn. 

Evelyn Olores Before the question.  Can we do this using just the funds before the end of the fiscal year.  Is it possible? 

 All we are doing is making a motion for X amount.  We have $153,000.  All we are doing is making a 

recommendation to the Mayor.  We are not approving anything.  We recommend.  The Mayor will look at 

it and will follow the same process.  Go through all the X and Y’s with the organization and before it is 
finally signed it will come back to us.  So, that’s is our process.     

Evelyn Olores Ok.  I just wanted to make sure we’re not breaking any rules. 

Beth Tokioka We need time to process this grant.  My understanding is when you recommend to us, as we did last 

time, the Mayor sent a letter of approval back to you and then we went ahead and processed the grants.  
Because at this late date, if you need the money before July 4th, we need to be able to process this, now.  

So if we had to wait until a meeting in June, I don’t think you would have any money in hand before then.  
It will be a crunch on Nalani because we’re at end of year.   If you approve this tonight, we would like to 

just be able to take it to the Mayor and get it approved and processed. 

Bruce Pleas Because we have done different before and I would like to keep to the existing precedent, we would have 
to add that as a condition that it will not come back to us upon the Mayor’s approval that it’s finalized and 

the funds can be released. 

Evelyn Olores Ok. And then also with what Glenn said, money not spent is returned to CAC. 

Bruce Pleas Is there any more discussion? So we have a motion for funding of $23,000.  1st 

condition is that all unspent funds be returned to 
CAC put back to the community and the other 

condition is that after the mayor approves it 

doesn’t have to come back to the CAC.  
Amended Budget to be forwarded to Yvonne for 

 distribution.

Glenn Molander And we would like to see an accounting of the event. 

Mary Jean Buza 

Sims 

We will follow the County process and do an accounting report.  At this time I would like to thank the CAC 

for their generosity in helping to make this event possible.  I have to tell you I got a phone call from 
somebody in Kapaa, they have family coming from Honolulu and they just heard today that PMRF is not 

having their event so they are staying in Kekaha and will be attending our event. So we will be making 

announcements in the paper.  Thank you. 

Bruce Pleas So anymore discussion?  All in favor, please raise your 
hand.  Five, in favor and one abstain. 

 Motion passes.

Bruce Pleas We have a situation.  One of our CAC members has to 
leave.  I’m gonna need some help with the process.  

So moved by Big Boy, seconded by Evelyn.  All in 
 favor.  Motion passed unanimously.
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Can I just ask for a motion to defer b and c until after 
e?  Ok.  I am looking for a motion to defer unfinished 

business b and c until after e. 

Thomas Nizo Ok so I missed the past two meetings due to family bereavement issues but I really wanted to hear the 

Photovoltaic matter before I left due to something else that just came up so, thank you. 

Bruce Pleas We will go to d.   

Unfinished 

Business  

d.  Discussion and possible decision-making on a proposed letter to the Mayor regarding 

Photovoltaic Project from Jose Bulatao in your packet and I open it up for discussion. 

Jose Bulatao For those of you who were not here at the meeting on 4/10/13, I asked for the letter that I had written to 
be sent to Mayor Carvalho to be brought to the attention of the CAC members and it was at that meeting 

that it was decided that we would put that letter on this agenda because no official action was taken and 
however, the contents of the letter was circulated to the CAC members and to the public who happen to 

be present that evening.  The proposed letter and I will not read all of it because it is so time consuming.  
Basically it asks for an opportunity for all participants who are involved in the photovoltaic project an 

opportunity to come together in the same room at the same time to discuss all relevant aspects of this 

project proposal.  In some respect, we had a partial opportunity to do that at the county council meeting 
on 5/15/13 which was last Wednesday to bring up the different points of view that were presented by the 

people who testified.  If you have not yet seen a copy of that meeting, I urge you to either call Ho’ike or 
try to find out when that meeting will be played again for you to see what occurred and for you to have 

an understanding as to why this meeting has been called.  It has been called so that clarification, 

accountability and transparency can be the basis by which we can move forward with this proposal that 
asks for, or, I take that back, that the CAC approved three quarters of a million dollars to be spent on this 

project.  It’s a sizable amount of money and the work that has been done by the 4 gentlemen that 
brought this into focus to go through the pain staking effort to get the information that was relevant to 

the photovoltaic project that many instances of a variety of challenges, of different quotes, of different 
scenarios that came into the picture which prevented an opportunity for the CAC and the fiscal sponsor to 

be actual participants in the way these things moved forward.  When the CAC recommended that the 

photovoltaic project be recommended to go to the County for closer scrutiny of what can and cannot be 
done.  This was in May.  In June, July, August, September, the CAC was not meeting.  We did not meet 

until after the second facilitator was selected and when we then when we had a meeting in October, we 
had some indication that certain things were happening without the knowledge or approval of the CAC 

because one of the things that was referred to was a morphing of what the original proposal was about.  

When it came to February, we had a presentation made to the CAC that the original concept had changed 
to the possibility of five options in which a loan may be possible from which the PV system could be 

established on certain homes in the community, but the information in terms of specific details was not 
forthcoming. In March, we had further indication on how this proposal may move forward and in April on 

4/3/13, there was a meeting of community residents at the Kekaha School Cafeteria and it was at our 

4/10/13 CAC meeting and I think it was Glenn and or, Evelyn that brought up the point about being 
uncomfortable in the way the original proposal had morphed.  Now we come to a meeting in May, on 

5/15/13, one week prior to tonight’s meeting and Beth Tokioka made a statement at that Council Meeting 
that the Mayor had not yet officially approved the PV project and Buddie Ayudan says, I can prove to you 

that he did.  And he did bring, I believe it came from him and if not, I stand corrected. A letter was 
circulated that the Mayor signed a letter on March 27th, prior to our meeting that he had approved the PV 

Project.  Beth Tokioka came up again and said there was a slight misunderstanding and maybe it wasn’t 

specifically said in that letter but it was pending certain conditions that were relevant to the CAC’s 
understanding about what is what in terms of final dispositions on what is agreed upon.  What I am trying 

to get at is the means by which clarification for all parties can be clearly determined.  Because, for 
instance, the CAC has never met with KIUC, as a for instance, there was a project manager suggested for 

the PV  but when was there an opportunity for the fiscal sponsor to approve who that project manager 

may be.  There was a suggestion coming from the Mayor in writing for the pay of $60,000 for the project 
manager which we didn’t know about which was brought to the Mayors attention and the Council 

attention and that wasn’t approved.  So there’s so many loose ends that need the time for clarification, 
accountability and transparency. If we are going to be supportive and I personally am of a photovoltaic 

project, then it has to be clean, it has to be detailed all the information that we need, needs to be 
forthcoming upfront so that we know where we are and where we are going and that’s why I wrote this 
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letter for all parties to get together.  I’d like to hear from other’s, especially the CAC members as to 

whether or not this is a good idea or an irrelevant idea so let me hear it from you. 

Bruce Pleas Thank you Jose.  I myself have had no problems with the process so far. We made a lot of requirements 

to the PV project to look at different ways, look at different things. They did that, they’ve complied with 
everything.  I’m entirely satisfied with how it’s gone forward.  For the $60,000 for a consultant from the 

Mayor’s office or OED is a line item has nothing to do with CAC funds, has nothing to do with me.  I feel 

everything has progressed very well. I feel comfortable with what’s happening.  I’m not here to micro-
manage these grants.  We’re here to make recommendations to the Mayor.  And then to learn from what 

we have done and use that for the next cycle and the next grants.  So, I have no problem.  They’ve come 
up with five brilliant ideas and they’ve had their community meeting and the community said they want 

the original plan to go forward and so I have no reason to send a letter in. 

Jose Bulatao Then let me ask you this. One of the statements made at the last meeting, you were there. 

Bruce Pleas I have a copy of it. I have copies of the meeting and I have a copy of the letter. 

Jose Bulatao Ok Fine.  But I’m talking about statements that were made at the meeting. So, I want to bring that up.  
When Beth validated the fact that the project proposal was being brought back to its original format. Is 

that correct Beth, that you did say that? And Mel Rapozo asked you is it substantially different and you 

didn’t get that different and when you caught that you said, no it is not substantially different, it’s 
substantially the same.  Is that correct. 

Beth Tokioka Inaudible.  (Not allowed to finish her sentence) 

Jose Bulatao That you said that because we can get a copy of that tape to show that that was your actual words and 

then you went further to say this.  “It’s substantially the same with a little bit more meat on the bone”. 
But that doesn’t tell us anything about what the project proposal is in being substantially the same.  

Would someone like to clarify that for us?  Do you think you already know? 

Bruce Pleas The project proposal will come to us in final form when it is finalized.  Right now, it is still going through 
changes and all that.  We are going to be updated on this next agenda item on where they are.  That’s all 

I need.  I’m not here to micro-manage them. I want information from them at all times.  We’ve gotten 
information from them at every meeting. I don’t need to be any more involved because I’m looking for the 

final project that comes to us when they are done so that we can recommend to the Mayor. That’s it.  I’m 

not going to worry whether solarize Kekaha goes this way or PV Kekaha this way, if it’s a lease, if you 
need garages or all that. That’s what these gentlemen have spent a lot of time on and it’s still in the 

process.  So I’m patient.  They want to go quickly, the less hurdles we put in their way the quicker it will 
go and I’m still waiting for the final to come and I’m sure the final will come in written form that we will 

recommend to the Mayor. 

Evelyn Olores So Bruce, what are you telling us to do tonight?  Because, I asked questions at the last meeting and I 
wasn’t answered and it was really disappointing for me at the council meeting knowing that we have this 

solarized Kekaha thing and we’re going back to the original plan. What is the original plan?  I’m not here 
tonight to say, ok, we’re going ahead with this project because the Mayor wants it.  I want to know 

exactly what the project proposal is? Is it the original plan, is it the plan that Solarize Kekaha? Is it all 

these options that we gotta look for.  What is it.  To spend this money is a heavy burden for me to say ok 
to this project but I don’t really know what the project is or whether KIUC can really connect 100 homes 

one time and now when St. Theresa Schools PV Project, I hope KIUC can connect their PV project at the 
school knowing that they are going for 250 kw.  Now what will happen if we have 100 more homes in 

Kekaha?  We would say ok to this project and people apply and they have to wait tomorrow, next day or 

two years, however long it may take and they will be paying for this project and they suggested CNHA  
revolving loan.  What is this all about? Are we turning into a banking system?  So I really am not clear as 

to what I’m gonna do about really putting this project, right now I’m looking at the cart before the horse.  
So I just want to be clear as to what proposal we are looking at. 

 I have some of the same quandaries myself that you and Jose are bringing up because there’s been a lot 

said in testimony in papers that we’ve gotten and documents and if I can summarize what Bruce is saying 
then maybe I would understand.  In spite of everything we’ve seen so far on Solarize Kekaha, am I to 

understand or do I remember correctly, we have not approved this project yet as a CAC right? 

Bruce Pleas No 
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Myra Elliott Only recommended it. 

Glenn Molander Ok so we have not approved it so for all effects and purposes, we’re still waiting for the final submittal. 

Because its’ gone through many changes along the way so right now, we’re not voting on anything there’s 
nothing we can do because we don’t have the final proposal and hopefully the final proposal will address 

what options are available to who and who’s houses are available and what we’re going to do in the 
future.  I think all of the discussions we’ve had in the past are great but it seems to me that we come to 

the meeting ready to approve something or see something happening and so far we’re still waiting which 
is ok but it’s an awful lot of money and when it does come in, it needs to be very clear for all of us as to 

exactly who’s gonna benefit and how they will benefit and what the options are because I don’t see any 

way that this committee can, as you said, micro-manage it. We don’t have the knowledge to pick an 
option or determine what an individual house should do if it cannot handle the structure.  That’s basically 

it. 

 So, the status is pending recommendations.  We’ve set aside the $780,000.  We have not sent anything to 
the Mayor.  We are pending recommendations.  When we will make a decision is when we have a final 

proposal in front of us which covers all the concerns so I ask any CAC member to forward to Yvonne in 
writing and she will forward them to the group so they know what the CAC members are looking for.  But 

there is no decision on this money being made until we go through the final proposal.  It is pending 
recommendation now.   

Thomas Nizo So taking item d. 7d.  Mr. Jose drafted this letter and you’re saying, you’re not going to push this letter 

upstairs.  The first thing is, we heard from several CAC members about the letter so, do you Mr. Bulatao 
want to make this motion to have this letter sent up? 

Jose Bulatao Am I allowed to do that because this has to do with a project that the fiscal sponsor is E Ola Mau. So case 

in point, when there are things to be done and I may not be allowed to vote and I accept that because I 
cannot be a part of the decision-making process, there were times in previous meetings when I wanted to 

bring up things so that people would have an understanding of what we are dealing with and you denied 
me Bruce as chair the opportunity to ask questions for clarification. 

Thomas Nizo So Evelyn, do you want to make that motion?  Oh, hold on. Dennis. 

Dennis Eguchi 

(Public Testimony) 

Good evening CAC, Beth and Mrs. Hosaka.  Before you guys vote, we went and got some people from the 

community that are willing to speak for a change because at our meeting at the cafeteria we had over 250 
residents and I think that only a hand full of them spoke because that’s the nature of our community 

unfortunately.  But in this case at that particular meeting, Mr. B is correct, there were different things put 

into the proposal and we presented them to the community.  Well a lot of these things were put into the 
proposal because first of all, the CAC asked us, can you guys get more people involved, why only this 

much and basically, you guys are telling us why have you been changing your proposal as you go along 
when partly, you guys are the ones that are telling us to incorporate this and that.  Besides, we’ve been 

working with the CAC and we worked with the County and the County also came up and said, hey you 

know what, we’d like to see you guys incorporate into this program so that not only the residents of 
Kekaha benefit but other communities in fact the whole County of Kauai by following your model program.  

So we’ve been trying to accommodate you guys,  both of you guys as we go along by changing things and 
as we do, we get, why you doing this and that.  Mr. B is right again. The CAC is the left hand and the 

County the right.  We try to accommodate the County, the CAC but we talking to these guys, we talking to 

those guys but you guys don’t get to talk to the County and basically, we tried before to see if we could 
get all of us together but we couldn’t because of Sunshine Laws.  And we were told that we could have 

only X amount of people. That would mean, the CAC wouldn’t be represented the way they supposed to 
be. So anyway, we go through all of this and we do a presentation for you guys and we did tell you guys 

at that presentation specifically, we are presenting this to you as an idea but we have to go back to the 
community because we make no decision.  The community makes the decisions.  So we go back to the 

community and at this meeting at the cafeteria with over250 people, I invited some of them here tonight 

to tell you guys what they want.  They basically told us, we don’t want any deviations. You guys sent us a 
proposal we understood, the CAC approved it and it went to the Mayor’s office.  And it did because you 

guys did approve our original proposal.  Now the community is here to tell you guys what they want.  
Basically they’ve already told us.  We want the original which you guys all knew about.  You guys 

recommended it to the Mayor.  So can I invite some of these community members, the ones that are 

willing to come out and speak for us tonight?  
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Thomas Nizo That would be a great thing but as far as the discussion regarding the letter and I think that the public 

input should be under agenda item e and we are still on agenda item d right now. 

Dennis Eguchi 

(Public Testimony) 

Ok but sending up a letter to see if we can all get together.  We’ve already tried that.  Can we? Can we 

get all of the CAC and County Officials, KIUC all to sit at one table and discuss everything? 

Bruce Pleas We would have to schedule a workshop. 

Dennis Eguchi 

(Public Testimony) 

We Can? 

Bruce Pleas We can.  We would have to schedule a workshop with the county representatives and the CAC and it 
would also involve the community, it would be an open workshop with no decision making and both sides, 

the right and the left hand would be in discussion along with the center group which would be you guys. 

Dennis Eguchi 

(Public Testimony) 

Ok. But like I said, the community came back and said, don’t deviate from anything.  The proposal that 

the CAC voted on and said they accepted, that’s what they want.  So I guess, I don’t know if they can 

testify.  So if we send the letter, what do we discuss because you guys already voted on our grant 
originally. 

Bruce Pleas All we voted on was, we didn’t send a recommendation we just said we would set aside until you come up 

with your final proposal. And I think we need the workshop before the final proposal.  If you bring a final 
proposal before the workshop that’s fine with me.  

Dennis Eguchi 
(Public Testimony) 

So nothing was sent to the Mayor’s Office? 

Bruce Pleas Not from us.   

Beth Tokioka Yes it was. 

Bruce Pleas What was.  Beth, what was sent do you remember? 

Beth Tokioka After your meeting in May, you voted on all of the grants that were before you and you sent the Mayor a 
list of each grant, the amount and what you were recommending.  The meeting I think it was May 10th of 

last year, 2012.  And so you sent the Mayor a list of grants that you were recommending and this one was 
on the list and you said you were recommending it but it was understood that, it needed work and the 

Mayor was not ready to approve it at that time.  We had sent you 5 pages of questions and concerns. 
None of them had been addressed by the time you recommended it so it was a long way to go but you 

did send a letter to the Mayor and I think it was dated May 10th or somewhere around there, maybe 

shortly thereafter with all the grants that you were recommending and that one was of the grants you 
were recommending in that letter and I can get you a copy of it.  

Jose Bulatao So what was the question you asked Dennis? 

Dennis Eguchi 
(Public Testimony) 

Well my question was the intent of this letter to get everyone on the same page because supposedly our 
proposal wasn’t sent to the Mayor now it was. So basically, we have no objections.  We’d like to get 

everyone on board so we can move forward and everyone is on the same page at the same time and we 
even invited KIUC but unfortunately, they had a big meeting the same time.  But every step of the way, 

we’ve tried to work as much as possible and apparently now, we going have to work one to one with the 

CAC unless we can have this workshop.  

Thomas Nizo So I think the whole petition of this letter the way I look at it is to make some of the CAC members that 

have issues with the current proposal and with what we currently know about the project.  So you 

yourself said you are not against everyone meeting.  It’s been a back and forth kind of thing and the left 
hand hasn’t been talking to the right hand and so forth. 

Dennis Eguchi 
(Public Testimony) 

Mr. B is honestly is right.  We need to get everyone on the same table all at the same time and that way 
we can ask each other positive questions as to how this, how that and what are the obstacles. And tonight 

a lot of you guys contributed to other people with positive input, giving them advice even and 

unfortunately, on our project we have been critiqued at every turn.  We have had suggestions but nothing 
foundation wise to say hey this is a suggestion and this is how you can do it.  I’m speaking for myself but 

I am sure if we can get everyone here at once, we honestly represent the community and we can invite 
the community who can say what they want and how they want it done.  

Jose Bulatao So Bruce, you took a position that this letter, the content or intent on this letter is unnecessary,  and after 

hearing this, how do you feel now? 
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Dennis Eguchi 

(Public Testimony) 

Well to be honest with you Mr. B.  I don’t even know why we have to send this letter.  The County is here, 

you guys are here, and if we can do a workshop, let’s do a workshop.  Why do we have to force this 
letter. 

Jose Bulatao No, I simply wanted to create an opportunity of official contact with the Mayor coming from the body of 

the CAC.  Not just the chairman, or an individual but the body who may want to have an opportunity for 
clarification with all parties participating. 

Dennis Eguchi 

(Public Testimony) 

Well, I have not read the letter, so I cannot go into details but as long as the intent is for all of us to sit at 

the same table for clarity, I have no problem with that. 

Bruce Pleas So the intent of the letter as I read it, does not say a workshop and I feel much more comfortable with 

just scheduling a workshop. 

Jose Bulatao Can we put a sentence in there to specifically say, I have no resistance to that idea to make it clear that it 

is in the format of a workshop.  If that clarifies it for you so that we are all on the same page I think that’s 
a brilliant idea 

Bruce Pleas We have a motion on the floor for the letter. 

Jose Bulatao Can we make an amendment to that? 

Bruce Pleas Or we can. The options are we can just simply send a request in for a workshop between the County, 

CAC, KIUC, all of the players in this whole PV system.  We would have one workshop for that and request 
all parties involved to come forward and have a workshop. 

Dennis Eguchi 

(Public Testimony) 

Now the only question is, when we do have this workshop is it for us to inform you guys as to where we 

are and to clarify what we have written down or is it that you are going to provide input and say let’s look 
at this and do it this way instead or let’s look at that, and then, I don’t know. I’m asking because, that’s 

why we’re here today where we’re at. 

Bruce Pleas I’d say it’s an open discussion to see where we are going. 

Yvonne Hosaka Bruce may I make a suggestion.  We can schedule a workshop for 6/12 and if what I’m hearing is correct, 
the proposal is almost in final form so the workshop could be going over that draft proposal. 

Bruce Pleas And we are at 9:00 so we are running overtime and just we know, the meeting is going to run. 

Buddy Ayudan 

(Public Testimony) 

I wanna try and clear up the air a little bit, even for a workshop.  Myra, I know you missed a bunch of 

meetings and I know you’d be able to get to all the minutes.  Mr. Molander he’s missed a couple. Bruce 
has been here all the time.  Thomas, he had issues that he had to deal with other things so he wasn’t 

here.  Mr. Bulatao, he’s been here all the time, Mrs. Olores, all the time, Mr. Kupo same thing.  Before we 
go any further, I want to reiterate on something where I don’t want you to miss anything you see, I want 

to make sure because the last meeting we had, Mr. Molander came out and he specifically told us, you 
know what, this is not what I referred and this is not what I recommended.  Should be in the minutes.  At 

that point, he told us that he approved the original proposal not all the nonsense we had and everything.  

So to make everything short and easy.  Are you comfortable with the project as to what you understand 
about the project? The original proposal now we talking about.  I just like one yes or no. 

Myra Elliott Are you talking to me?  I’m saying no. 

Buddy Ayudan 
(Public) 

Mr. Molander 

Glenn Molander No 

Buddy Ayudan 
(Public) 

I representing myself.  Just myself.  Just one yes or no. 

Bruce Pleas No 

Thomas Nizo No 

Jose Bulatao I wasn’t allowed to vote. 

Buddy Ayudan 
(Public) 

This is not a vote.  This is just a question asking. 

Jose Bulatao I cannot say a yes or no because I did not review this because I was not allowed to participate. 
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Buddy Ayudan 

(Public) 

So you did not review nothing from the proposal 

Jose Bulatao No because I was told that I could not participate in any way. I did not even go to any of your community 

meetings because I didn’t want to show a conflict of interest as an advisor of E Ola Mau I didn’t even go 
there.  I did not want to jeopardize this photovoltaic project. 

Buddy Ayudan 

(Public) 

Ok, but you’re saying no then? 

Jose Bulatao Don’t put words in my mouth. 

Buddy Ayudan 
(Public) 

Mrs. Olores 

Evelyn Olores No 

Buddy Ayudan 

(Public) 

Mr. Kupo 

Big Boy Kupo No. 

Buddy Ayudan 
(Public) 

Ok.  Because everybody is at the point where, everybody is not on the same page, this workshop that we 
going get to, the simple yes or no that I asked for you guys, you like come out from behind with all the 

reasons why. Before you make one workshop don’t you think you guys should all get together, question 

and answer from what the original proposal that was given to you guys?  It was over a year ago so you 
should have known what the original proposal was given to you guys only as far as what was on paper.  

Now, all these questions and answers, instead of pumping it back and forth and only by some, you guys 
need to have it encompassed so it pleases the whole board because the  whole board makes the decision 

and there were letters that was sent from the CAC to the Mayors’ office, the Mayor in return questioned 
and answered you guys on all the other proposals asking you guys did they get enough funds for the 

grants that they had asked for because the quantum’s were higher and you guys gave them lower 

quantum’s and come down to each project, the question was, do you guys ask them or do we ask them. 
Let me know.  I get the letter.  I get all the minutes. I go over them night and day so all these little things 

where you asking us.  We trying to please you.  It makes it seem like we not going anywhere and the 
overall consensus and the overall vote from our community who we all represent.  If it’s easy as how we 

just had give out thousands of dollars for go blow up fireworks for one day where on the National level 

our government stopping the Navy from doing theirs, you talk about money, their funds compared from 
what we had appropriate tonight, you tell our County, I not happy with you not giving them funds, that’s 

the kind of stuff where.. 

Bruce Pleas Can you close please 

Buddy Ayudan 
(Public) 

Well, getting back to this. All this kind of stuff.  We not supposed to fighting with among each other, we 
not supposed to be micro-managing each other, so before each and every one come up with their CAC 

questions, County’s questions, our questions, we had do our homework on what we needed to do.  We 
had please everybody. 

Bruce Pleas The agenda item is on the letter.  You are going on agenda item e.  The motion on the floor is whether 

we should send the letter to the Mayor or a workshop. 

Buddy Ayudan 

(Public) 

What I’m getting to is, is it necessary to go through that, is it necessary to have one letter.. We not 

supposed to be tearing up each other. 

Bruce Pleas If we do not send a letter or set up a workshop.  It just doesn’t come out of the air.  It’s need to have a 

process.  The process is what we are trying to do now.  We are trying to get through the night without 
staying here until midnight.  We have a motion for a letter to the Mayor. 

Buddy Ayudan 

(Public) 

Is that from everyone though? 

Bruce Pleas That is what we are trying to discuss.  We haven’t even taken a vote on it yet 

Buddy Ayudan 

(Public) 

Now before you make that letter, why not make a better letter because everyone… He might have only 

something he might not touch. 

Bruce Pleas You are getting way off our agenda.  We have a motion and I’d like to call for a vote on it if there is no 

more discussion.  We’ll be coming back again to agenda item e again. 
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Buddy Ayudan 

(Public) 

Wouldn’t you want everyone to be in back of your letter? 

Jose Bulatao Yes I would to be perfectly frank however, when the motion was made to decide if we should send in the 

letter or have a workshop to bring all parties together. I have to rely on what the body wants.  I cannot 
coheres everybody to agree with me on what I want. So, we have something on the table that requires an 

action for or against no matter how I feel about it and that’s the way the system works. 

Myra Elliot Can I call for the question? 

Evelyn Olores Question 

Bruce Pleas Ok. All in favor in sending the letter as is to the 
Mayor.  Please raise your hand. 

We have 2 yes.   

Bruce Pleas All against, please raise your hand. We have 2 and 2 so it doesn’t pass.  Motion failed. 

Public Do we get to talk? 

Bruce Pleas You will get to say something, hold on.  We are in the middle of something right now. So therefore it does 

not pass.  The discussion was for a workshop so I am looking for a motion for a workshop to have all 
parties attend so I am looking for a motion. 

Yvonne Hosaka Bruce, we could just schedule the workshop and I could make arrangements to have everyone attend. I 

don’t think we need a motion for that.  I will make contact with everyone.  We may need to change the 
date however so I will let everyone know as soon as a date is confirmed. 

Bruce Pleas Ok.  We need a consensus.  Do we have a 
consensus? 

Consensus made and all agreed to have a workshop.  
Yvonne to make contact with County Officials and KIUC 

and will contact Beth to check on availability of the 
 Mayor

Bruce Pleas Ok. Public wants to speak so please be as brief as you can and up next is agenda item e regarding an 
update of the photovoltaic project if you think your discussion it could just as well be that. 

Myrna Bucasas 
(Public Testimony) 

My name is Myrna Bucasas and I have been to the first meeting that Dennis guys held at St. Theresa and 
in that crowd there probably about 200 and I attended the same meeting that Beth attended and Beth 

was at that meeting and I think she should have heard at that time that a lot of us at that meeting were 

in favor of that project.  And I sit here and I’m thinking that every one of you supposed to represent us 
and I know that I’m not on the top of the list and I think that every one of you would put your feelings 

aside and decide what’s best for the community.  This project is for the community and I feel that you 
guys should put whatever feelings aside and decide what is best for the project which is for the 

community because as we are looking at it, the community is supposed to become a project where it 
would continue to other communities as we start right and as I’m listening, the Mayor had already 

approved our project right?  He supports it. 

Thomas Nizo Are we on e? 

Myrna Bucasas So I am from Kekaha and I am in support of what Dennis folks have worked on for a long time so I am for 
the project. 

Bruce Pleas Good, thank you.  That’s great.   You’re actually speaking on agenda item e.  Which is the next agenda 
item, which is fine you support it. 

Myrna Bucasas Well, I just wanted to make sure that the recommendation that all you folks are have to make towards 
this letter that you guys think about that every one of you on this board think about the community and 

that’s what your main position is on this board is to help the community and that is what I’m trying to 
make sure that the stress is made on. 

Bruce Pleas Ok. To finish on agenda item d, there will be a workshop and we all have a consensus on that.  Ok great.  

Ok, we are going to move on the agenda item e. 

Unfinished 

Business 

Agenda item e – Update status of the Kekaha Photovoltaic Project 

Bruce Pleas Will the representatives please come forward to give us a status update report and this is where you may 

bring up any of the people who are here to speak about it.  There is no decision making on this.  We are 
just getting an update from you of where you are at. 
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Dennis Eguchi  To date we have been sitting with the county on a regular basis, basically Beth and we have had our 

meeting with the community and the community voiced and they specifically said why are you altering our 
project.  We want to go ahead with the original project so with that we are still working with the County 

trying to see if we can incorporate the things that the County wants us to perpetuate not only for the 

Kekaha community but throughout the entire County.  At this point, maybe when we have the workshop 
the County can explain their position and everyone can basically understand why we are where we are at.  

Different contracts are being set up between the four of us and the County and the four of us and the 
CAC and the reason being is that we want to make sure that everyone is on the same page and basically 

what Mr. B is talking about, as we progress, we want to make sure that everybody is on the same page so 
we know exactly where we are at.  So Mr. B kind of hit it on the nail tonight by saying that we need to be 

on the same page but even more so, there’s some people that were here and already went home I guess 

because Kekaha people need to sleep by 9 o’clock but basically they were here to tell you guys basically 
the same thing that they have been telling us.  Which is, why is the project being held up? And one of the 

biggest things was that they feel that board members on the CAC do not represent the community at 
large.  You guys not actually in touch with the community and only because of the sunshine law.  When 

we hold our community meetings, we try to invite the CAC but Mr. B, Evelyn, and Bruce, Big Boy and 

some of them weren’t allowed into the meeting because of the Sunshine Law.  It would have been nice to 
have all of the CAC to be there to see how the community felt and actually see how many people come 

out to our meetings.  We basically have been coming here for now almost a year and at some meetings 
there are four of us and maybe two other people and when we host our community meetings we get 

about 250 to 300 people and we do have support from the community and some of the questions to us 
was, why are you guys having such a hard time with the project?  For one thing, we have to see if we can 

try to incorporate something for the County and the other was the CAC has so many questions for us 

which they are responsible for the money but they come back and say, but don’t they know how we feel.  
And apparently, the CAC is not in touch with the community because apparently, you guys don’t know 

how they feel only because you guys cannot all come out to see the overwhelming support we have from 
the community at all our meetings, so like I said, we invited some of them to the meeting here tonight, 

but some have already left but some are still here to still testify.  Thank you 

Bruce Pleas Generally through sunshine law, we can only have up to four people at the meeting. And it is our 
responsibility as we come back as members to give a synopsis to the other members who were not there.  

My synopsis was, A:  The community wants the original one, the original proposal and we start with the 
longest people that had been residing in Kekaha.  What I did hear also was they wanted a very clear 

process of how the people were going to be selected with a list and everything, t’s crossed and the i’s 

dotted so they know exactly who is getting, what they’re getting.  So that’s what I got out of that meeting 
and those are the two things that I will ask when I get to the workshop and would like to see in the final 

proposal.  Jose if you wish to give a synopsis and Big Boy if they wish too.  But that is how the process 
works.  I’m all for the workshop, we’ll get a lot of work done and I’m waiting to see the final proposal 

from the group and that’s when I look at everything.  Until then, it’s your ball game cause I’m not gonna 

waste time on all these things with everything if I don’t see the final proposal.  With those two concerns I 
heard from the community, yes we want the original one and b, very transparent as to who and that has 

to be public information and that’s how the process is done.  Thank you. 

Glenn Molander I wanted to mention that I do resent as a CAC member that I might be out of touch with the community.  
I first moved here in 73.  I know many people in the community, I’m retired right now, and I spend my 

days here and I talk to my neighbors most of whom have lived here their whole life and were born here 
so I’m very familiar with the community and I know what they want there’s no question and I don’t even 

have to go to a workshop.  So I understand that and I voted for the original proposal because I liked it in 
principal I thought it was good even if it only got 80 people or 20 people.  I thought it was a good 

proposal in principal.  But I needed a lot more information and so that’s where we’ve been going around 

in circles and I can understand your frustration because all of you, the four uncles are putting a lot of time 
and a lot of your efforts and you come around to houses and you’ve been to workshops and I understand 

all that but we still had questions because we, the CAC were entrusted to be the ones that would make 
sure that this money is spent properly.  Now in the end there’s going to be a lot of money that turns over 

to various contractors, the manufacturers, whatever and so it’s not just a freebee thing you know.  We 

need to make sure that the community is getting the best bang for their buck and if there’s somebody left 
out, why are they being left out so to get to the end of this, I do support and I am in touch with the 

community and I support it. All I want to do is see the final proposal because it has been changed 
because of s lot of our questions yes, and because of the County’s questions, yes and those questions of 
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course needs to be answered, but in the end, when I see the final proposal, that’s what I’m looking at.  

Right now, I don’t have the final proposal in front of me. 

Myra Elliott And I want to add something to that too.  Just to clarify for myself and I know from all our meetings even 
if we have missed some.  We are in support of the PV project.  We want to do what the community wants 

but the original proposal back what two years ago almost, a year and a half ago, there was a lot of 
problems with it and it was that the original proposal said that it was for deserving residents and we all 

had issues with that.  It has morphed into this gigantic enormous crazy kind of thing and we don’t know 
what the final proposal is and that’s what I have an issue with too because it was from the construction, 

it’s this, it’s that. We want it to happen, we would like to put it to bed and get it going.  I have the same 

feelings as Glenn.  It has to be fair, and people have to have the right answers, you know, why didn’t they 
get the solar on their house or the PV on their house.  I want to see the final.  If it’s the original, but we 

had a lot of questions back from the original.  

Buddy Ayudan Let me answer that real quickly. 

Thomas Nizo One minute Mr. Ayudan.  So, the thing about it is, I too am in favor of the project.  I really do want to see 

it succeed.  From the first time you guys actually proposed the project.  I wasn’t fully vested in the project 
but over time and how I’ve seen it evolved, it’s the same thing like the CAC, they’ve been a long way 

longer than I’ve been involved then I come along with this funky idea and all of sudden, money is pouring 

out now. For me, and I think, everyone on the board feels it’s our duty to make sure that the money gets 
spent the right way and I know at one of the meetings, I think I asked if the whole plan could be, well like 

the swimming pool if we went after the swimming pool, there was no way that we could get that kind of 
money to build that swimming pool but I wasn’t against the fact that to put an EA study or some kind of 

planning initiative for 30 or 40,000 to see what it would take, to show the residents of Kekaha what it 

would take to make that a reality and if you see a whole plan, a book about this thick with all of the 
drawings with all of the costs, all of the maintenance costs and you show somebody that, they would be 

like wow, I guess we cannot do that.  But it didn’t stop us from dreaming big and making a plan happen, 
for me, being in the construction industry background at work, that’s how people make me feel 

comfortable at work. We deal with multi-million dollar projects out there, they all have a plan that tells 
you, this is the first resident, this is how he got picked, his house is suitable to put PV on, his house is not 

suitable, it’s gonna be a ground structure, this is how the ground structure will look like, if it is feasible, 

this is the kind of system he’s going to put up, this is how his house looks like, if he’s going to chose 
option a or funding, is it going to be a loan, one spread sheet line items and says everything, his timeline, 

your timeline, I think everyone would feel much more comfortable with saying all of the checks in the 
boxes, KIUC, we’ve talked to them, just to be kind of all on the same page is what I’m looking at.  Even 

from the original to what it’s morphed into now. Even the original plan didn’t say who was deserving.  At 

those public meetings that the 250 people attended, do they really know where they stand, do they really 
know if their house is suitable or not and what options they can pick because of the loan funding and 

what not that you guys basically graciously tried to involve other people in economic situations.  Those are 
all great things that you guys put forward and came up to the CAC board.  Finding partners with CNHA.  

But just to get to that point to have that plan and I agree with what he says.  I just want to see the plan 

as detailed as that and then at the public meeting say, Mr. Bulatao you agree with that and the guy that is 
number 250, agrees with that also because when you walk down the street and somebody you meet says 

oh, Mahalo for giving me that PV system and 100 feet down the road, you going have to answer that guy 
that didn’t get one.  So the options that you guys are doing in incorporating in the proposal itself are great 

things trying to incorporate with the revolving loan fund, without and whatever options you have.  I really 
want you guys to succeed but I still think, for myself, if you guys went back to the original plan, my 

original plan was to give you guys separate money to get an engineering firm to work with you guys to 

make this happen the plans, the lists, go visit the people, make sure their houses are good, if you guys 
have to get in some investing consultants, how loans would work because I think that was a good idea 

because if we are going to revert back, then I am going to revert back to, the CAC should give separate 
monies for a study, and to phase it in.  That’s just my personal plan.  I’m just giving you my input and I 

have to go.  (Thomas Nizo left meeting) 

Buddy Ayudan I thought we was supposed to just let you guys know where we were at. 

Jose Bulatao Well, we just wanted to give you some insight as well if you will.  
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Buddy Ayudan Ok. 

Jose Bulatao Another way at looking at the situation as it exists today is because of the reality of the fact of the matter 
that you folks came up with an awesome idea and if I’m wrong in making a comment about the manner in 

which you stared, I want to say this and correct me if I’m wrong.  I believe that you had an awesome idea 
but you were going into uncharted waters in terms of really knowing the field and being aware of every 

bit of information about the photovoltaic. Let me finish.  

Buddy Ayudan Well, you 

Jose Bulatao Wait, Let me finish…. 

Buddy Ayudan You want me to answer that? 

Jose Bulatao No, if I want an answer from you, I will say so. 

Buddy Ayudan Well, that’s not…… 

Jose Bulatao I will say so. 

Bruce Pleas Calm down Jose 

Buddy Ayudan Cause you asked me one question. 

Jose Bulatao No.  I’m sorry.  I am making an assessment and because you were out in uncharted waters, I know that 

whether you realized it or not at least from my perspective, you discovered bits of information that were 

so relevant in search for the PV project to be actualized.  Along the way, there were instances in making 
comparisons about cost, about who might qualify about what might be the best method, about who was 

first considered to be a possible project manager from Blue Planet as we were told and then when that 
person stepped out you came up with another suggestion and through no fault of your own with what 

happened with the circumstances of the timing in which this took place, when the CAC was no longer 

meeting for a long period of time and not having the information as to whether E Ola Mau was indeed in 
discussion with County Officials and the gentlemen who put out this project proposal so that they were 

there, involved, participating, coming up with their ideas saying what they could or could not do.  None of 
these things are forthcoming and it’s through no fault of those who made this project proposal the 

circumstances of the situation was that we were in separate compartments.  Getting back to the letter 
that was not approved, going forward with the possibility in bringing that opportunity where we can really 

talk story together with all of these people involved is simply what I am trying to get at if we are going to 

enable all of us to be on the same page as Dennis pointed out so that we can all know that we are not 
assuming this, we are thinking that, we are realizing that this is what the actual thing we are approving, in 

knowing what the commitments are and what the people may bring in to this to move it forward but when 
we are kept in separate compartments for whatever reason, or when we find out what happens after the 

fact, then there is doubt, there is concern, there are incomplete answers, those are the things that I think 

have been expressed by my fellow CAC members as to why they may not want to approve this thing now 
because there are too many loose ends.  And the loose ends have come because of what you folks have 

said, you have been trying to please everybody.  Now if everybody was in the same room to say what can 
or cannot be done.  We are informed after the fact.  I’m talking about the CAC’s point of view now.  How 

can you resolve that but one of the questions that I did ask was, did you check with KIUC about what 
their recommendation would be about lowering the cost for our residents, did they come up with any 

ideas to you folks and say, hey instead of the Photovoltaic, you might get greater mileage with the money 

that was awarded to this project by considering other alternatives?  Is that something that we might ask? 

Bruce Pleas And that would be done at the workshop. 

Evelyn. 

Evelyn Olores I’d just like to answer Mr. Ayudan’s, my no to him.  I just want to remind him that, in the committee, I 
was the one who made the motion to recommend this proposal to the Mayor.  Not saying that I don’t 

want this proposal but after you came back and said that there were a lot of things that you had to 
change,  we did not get that final proposal yet but it doesn’t mean that I don’t want this proposal to go 

through because making the recommendation with the rest of the board here and having sent it to the 
Mayor, they ask you the questions and all those questions didn’t come back to the CAC until we had this 

solarize Kekaha come on board so there are a lot of questions that was not answered that  I asked and I 

was not satisfied with the answer and the reason why I was not satisfied with those questions that I 
asked is because we are looking at spending $780,000 and that is to me, a big burden and if anything 
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goes wrong with this, it will come back to all of us here at the CAC.  Because you guys recommended 

something that I really don’t know too much about what it’s really all about. I’ve asked question, I 
brought up papers and said this is what the residents should know and those questions weren’t answered 

in the proposal so I want you guys to know that I am not saying no to this proposal and I want to see 

something go on with Kekaha so that like Thomas said, Kekaha people can come back and say something 
like, thank you for at least putting something good and my bill is this much. But there are a lot of 

unanswered questions in my mind that I cannot say yes, let’s get this done tomorrow. 

Myra Elliott That’s very true Evelyn and the thing is we’d like every resident to have and you guys tried to make that 

happen and that just didn’t go over to well so we all are in favor in doing it and wish that everyone could 

have it but we need our questions answered.  We are not trying to not make this happen.  

Bruce Pleas Ok.  Anymore discussion. 

Evelyn Olores It’s 9:30 

Bruce Pleas Please update where you are at. I think what I hear is, workshop, speak with all parties and we’re looking 

forward to the final report.  Now you guys can give us your status and we will finish up. 

Buddy Ayudan Let me reiterate on the status of where we are at.  Ok, the proposal didn’t change, the proposal was 
voted upon to go to the Mayor for approval, we did all of the things that anybody in any one of the grant 

proposals needed to do to progress to get to where we are at. The vote was taken by the people with 
what they wanted to have done.  They voted on it the very first time.  That information is all public record 

so if you need to find out what the status was on the proposal.  It’s all there in the county’s records, they 

specifically chose the Pre-purchase agreement because it comes with all the warranties, all the 
guarantees, no labor, no replacement costs.  That was all taken care of.  Like all of the proposals, anyone 

can make one.  It just so happen that this one was made and was chosen by the people and was voted by 
the people. On top of that it was our job to take care of all the necessary things to get the project going.  

The issues that all the members have, I understand that you guys have all those questions and answers 
but you need to understand if you had all those questions, in the very beginning, none of them came up.  

Because of all the portions of these things that got sort of soothed and answered and we tried to meet 

everybody’s request, it seemed like there was another proposal but we didn’t change nothing from day 
one.  Everything that has to get done, it has to be reiterated with the whole community.  Only the 

community decides. We the four here don’t make any decisions.  We just do the work that is necessary to 
have the components put together so that we reassure the people that we representing to get this project 

going is met.  Our CAC members I appreciate everything and all the stuff that you doing, the County, I am 

happy with everything that you guys from your side.  Now, we seek help.  We literally went and asked 
people to help us do this and help us to do that.  Some guys did. I went door to door with the flyers.  I 

went Myra’s house and brought her light bulbs and everything and I told her about the project and she 
literally said, I cannot discuss anything with you and I understand her point of view because she feels that 

she comes under the sunshine law. That is fine. But we went to everybody’s home. Every house in Kekaha 
and it takes a lot of work to do that.  I don’t want to take credit because that is all part of the job to put 

something like this together.  It’s nothing new.  The project itself is just ready to run believe it or not.  

When St. Theresa gave the progress report, we way beyond that and they already got their funds. Now 
why are there so many questions so late in the picture, I don’t know why?  I cannot find one reason why.  

I know you on the CAC board, you do the referrals and everything but people, we gotta get our 
community something and get back to them as soon as possible. Because we limiting our resources as far 

as helping them. Our tax break situation, I wish was as simple as how we had just make the fireworks 

one.  Now this one here, 20 years they going be saving money.  We do the fireworks, it’s gone in a matter 
of minutes but yet for some reason, we can do one real quickly, the other one we getting rough time and 

yet we get total commitment voted upon from the community. 

Bruce Pleas So we received the 1st initial proposal which has no selection or anything and that’s what we’re looking for 
in the final because it was sent out to be worked on.  I have four people that want to speak after you. 

Garrett Agena So just to double check here. That’s the purpose of the workshop right. Not more questions but answers 

hopefully because all we getting is questions. 

Bruce Pleas And the workshop is for the answers. 



Page 24 of 33 
Kekaha Host Community Benefit Fund 

Meeting #40 - 5/22/13 

 

Garrett Agena That’s why it seems like it keeps morphing because you guys keep asking questions and not solutions. So 

this workshop is for solutions to the original questions. 

Bruce Pleas I just want to see the nuts and bolts of the original proposal. 

Pat Pereira I got the hint and I’m not going to reiterate what they just said but I going say this. The Mayor and his 

staff gotta be here, preferably the Mayor.  I respect Beth, I think she’s done a heck of a job but my 
question is, from this project , we just trying to get it off the ground, we trying to do everything we can 

and we trying to be obedient in a sense to what the Mayor wants.  Now all of this, I think the Mayor 

should be reporting to the CAC, I don’t think the bradahs should report back to the CAC 

Bruce Pleas I think the Mayor should participate with everybody 

Pat Pereira Yes.  So it’s good that we get this workshop.  And Mr. B, just to answer your question about how we 
came up with the management of this program.  The County said you guys cannot, you gotta go get one 

manager.  They neva tell us who so we had do plenty like everybody thought was gonna help us.  Come 
to find out, in the end stages Blue Planet cannot do the work.  The poor girl cried, I don’t know if I getting 

sued for that, the poor girl cried, she cannot do the work, she was going to Spain in September and her 
boss in Honolulu Blue Planet Foundation made no indication that he would be here helping us.  So we had 

to find somebody else.  Dennis went and asked Phoebe.  Nothing. So now who we going ask? Who we 

going ask to help us.  We going ask somebody that wants to help everybody so that’s why we asked 
Robin Danner and CNHA for the help because they no only help Hawaiians, they help everybody and when 

they help everybody, they going be helping Hawaiians too.  And up until this date, all the work that she’s 
done, pro-bono.  No payment. The payment going come in after the project start and she already came 

see us if we know some girls from Kekaha because she like train them to run the thing to get the template 

done for what the County wants.  I don’t know if I suppose to be telling you guys this right now but I 
want you to know that there is nothing that we hiding, not a damn thing.  The four of us, you look at us, 

we as transparent as hell.  I don’t know if it’s my job or any of these other guys job to tell you what is 
going on.  It’s the County who should be writing down all of these strings on this proposal since they want 

to use this template in the future. 

Jose Bulatao Whose suggestion was it for the project proposal people to possibly look into and follow the Solarize 
Massachusetts or Solarize Portland Oregon?  Who’s suggestion specifically was that? 

Pat Pereira The County of Kauai 

Jose Bulatao And when you say the County of Kauai, was there any specific person that brought this up? 

Pat Pereira The Mayor 

Jose Bulatao The Mayor himself? 

Pat Pereira Yes the Mayor, who else you going to. 

Beth Tokioka No it wasn’t.  It was Ben Sullivan. 

Jose Bulatao Oh Ok. So let’s say it was Ben Sullivan. 

Pat Pereira Beth I going ask you one question.  Anything come out of your mouth, does it represent the Mayor? 

Beth Tokioka First of all I want to make it clear that this is not the Mayor’s project. What we are trying to do is to 

ensure that the project is successful.  The big thing was that we didn’t feel that we could expect the four 
volunteers to manage $780,000 for this entire project on their own.  They needed support and that 

support has to be paid for.  It can’t be volunteered.  You need to have somebody that’s accountable for 
that so that’s our big interest is to make sure that they have the proper coordination and administrative 

support in place that’s our main thing it’s not necessarily how it’s done or who gets it, that’s the 

community’s proposal.  We need to see the final proposal.  I think I understand what it is but I haven’t 
seen it on paper.  So what we’re trying to do is just provide the proper support so the project can be 

successful and it can meet the goals that were stated.  The Mayor feels very comfortable with where they 
are at at this point with Robin, because that’s who they want. 

Jose Bulatao Did Ben Sullivan suggest for Robin to be the…  
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Beth Tokioka No he did not and I believe that it was Robin who suggested Solarize Kekaha, I wish that Ben was here, 

he could confirm that but we could talk about that at the workshop. 

Jose Bulatao So to what extent was Robin Danner vetted to see what her qualifications that you said in public at the 

meeting last week that she has all of the expertise or whatever it is that from the County’s perspective the 
choice of having Robin Danner was the appropriate one because what I heard you say was because the 

uncles knew her or had an opportunity to work with her and was comfortable with her, but are those 
reasons enough to be vetting any individual that the Mayor asks for $60,000 for pay.  I want to know 

what process you folks went through to have that assurance of her professionalism, her expertise in 
whatever job requirement of her because in the original proposal although I am not sure because I didn’t 

read it carefully or if any at all because of the circumstances. Did the proposal include a vetting process 

for a project manager that was not even considered because they thought they could get a volunteer so 
at that point where it’s in the county’s hands and somebody suggested it, what vetting process did you 

guys go through. 

Beth Tokioka In our initial discussions, we identified the fact that one of the things that the County really  
needed to see project management. 

Jose Bulatao So you folks made a request which was a reasonable one? 

Beth Tokioka I didn’t say who. We just said, project management.  Blue Planet was already in discussions with the 
uncles I think even before we came to the table because they were at this first meeting and I don’t know 

who invited Blue Planet. We thought Blue Planet might be an appropriate partner and we were happy to 

work with Blue Planet if the uncles thought that’s who they were comfortable with. At some point in time 
as Mr. Pereira mentioned, it became very clear that Blue Planet was not the correct partner and they 

identified Robin as the person they wanted to work with.  We are trying to enable them and empower 
them and there really was no other option at that point for us to force on to them somebody else.  They 

insisted that that’s who they wanted to work with and so we through discussions, Ben sat down, talked to 
Robin, they talked about the solarize concept and Robin and CNHA does have experience doing similar 

projects.  So through his discussion with her, Ben felt that if this is who they want we have a confidence 

that they can do the work.  If we didn’t have that confidence, we would have brought that up. 

Jose Bulatao So there was no vetting process? 

Beth Tokioka No, we just accepted their choice. 

Bruce Pleas And on this, it’s a pro-bono, it’s free, there’s no CAC funds being expended.  It’s up to the grantee to pick 
who they want to manage.  It has nothing to do with the County or us. So whoever they choose. 

Beth Tokioka Well the County is paying so we really should choose. 

Bruce Pleas Well has the County paid anything yet, this fiscal year towards this? 

Beth Tokioka No, none. 

Bruce Pleas So there’s nothing.  Next year if there’s anything and there is money allocated from the Mayor’s office or 
OED, then the process should be vetted as legal but right now to put a constriction on any person getting 

money through a grant as to who they are working with for free Is a moot point.  There’s no money being 
paid so for me, I have no problem with it at all.  They’re doing prop bono. They are comfortable with her.   

And that’s my view to it. 

Jose Bulatao And as the saying goes, we are all entitled to our view points.  Just because you say so doesn’t make it 
right and just because I say so, doesn’t’ t make it right and so when things of that nature happens and we 

are the body responsible for the distribution of those funds, when and where and how does the CAC have 
a pivotal role in that process. 

Bruce Pleas The final report. 

Glenn Molander I have not even seen a final proposal yet so why are we talking about this because we have not released 

any money, not a dollar, not a dollar 

Bruce Pleas Ok. I’d like to call up the four people who have been patiently waiting as we discussed things. 
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Pat Pereira I’d like to thank Beth for the explanation.  She just told you that the Mayor empowered us to do what we 

gotta do and Ben Sullivan was here at many meetings, the last meeting, whatever, and no one asked him 
one question. 

Evelyn Olores Correction.  I was the one that asked Ben what is the County doing on the County’s plan and he told me 
that he would leave it up to Solarize Kekaha, Robin Danner’s plan. 

Pat Pereira Yeah. Robin Danner’s Plan, but when we first met with Ben Sullivan 

Evelyn Olores No but this is what Ben Sullivan told me.  All I wanted to know was what was the County’s input, whether 
the county had a plan for this and he did not have a plan he was just piggy-backing on the plan that was 

proposed to us that night. 

Pat Pereira Yeah but he is the staff member in that department from the Mayor so anything final going be the Mayor’s 

ok.  You know what I mean Mrs. Olores. 

Evelyn Olores I know that too.  But don’t get me wrong, I want this project. 

Pat Pereira I know, I heard that many times, I know.  We stumbling and that’s why I said the workshop is good.  The 

right people have to be there. 

Chelsie Ruiz 
(Public Testimony) 

I just have a few questions.  I wanted to stay because on a weekly basis I have grandparents, parents 
and they always ask me the question, what’s going on. So my question is, will there be a clear agenda for 

this workshop.  Will there be, you know what I mean, or are we going to go back and forth again on this, 

just because every single community member I speak to is asking the same question.  Is it going to move 
along or are we going to go back to square one so is there going to be a clear agenda for the workshop.  

Do you have a clear criteria again on what the final proposal needs, you know what I mean. 

Myra Elliott We don’t have a final proposal. 

Chelsie Ruiz But do you have a clear criteria because I thought from day one if the criteria was clear enough and it 

was approved and so what are the next steps, I’m just asking.  What is the workshop going to look like.  
Are we going to move forward?  Is it basically approved?  Are we going to move forward? 

Bruce Pleas The workshop should have all members here, we’ve had a request for the Mayor to be here which I think 

is a very good idea.  We need to have the top people here to be able to discuss everything and the 

objective that I see is to come to enough consensus that the final plan can be put together by the four 
gentlemen and presented to the CAC as soon as possible to get it to the community.  Knowing how 

meetings go, there’s going to be discussion and dissention and this and that so I’m hoping that there will 
be enough consensus so the groups including KIUC is here to put all the ends together and let them run 

with it to bring back a final product to us so then we can sit down and discuss with the community and 
have it move forward.  I don’t want this to go on for 3 to 5 more meetings.  I’m looking at workshop and 

getting it done. 

Jose Bulatao I have a suggestion.  As it has been indicated time and again from the CAC members.  When we came to 
hear exactly what the four gentlemen had said that we had gone back to the original proposal. So I want 

every bit of that original proposal to be put down item by item.  Item 1, this is this.  With KIUC, the 

county people, the CAC, the community all are in agreement that this is what we want, this is what we 
support so that it we check that off because it comes very clear that all parties involve understand things 

being said precisely at that moment and we can say that this has passed the test.  I am just suggesting 
this. 

Chelsie Ruiz Do you know what you guys know what you wanna see though to move forward?  I know you said like 

deserving residents, what deserving residents so you guys have a clear agenda of what is expected so 
that we can move on or is this just a discussion at the workshop?  You know what I mean? 

Bruce Pleas That would be presented by the group to us, it’s their plan so that we will know from the beginning.  All I 

have an understanding is that it will be the longest resident that have resided in Kekaha that are owner-

occupied houses will be the ones that will get it.  Now, anything past that particulars, we have not seen a 
final plan.  We don’t know how that’s going to be done.  I know as much as you do.  You can to the 

proposal that they presented.  That’s basically what they told us.  What we’re looking for like with the 
workshop will be well first from the group, how that’s gonna be done.  That’s something that we need to 

know that’s why everybody keeps saying, we haven’t seen a final proposal. 

Chelsie Ruiz So they know all of the questions that need to be answered?  You know what I mean? 
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Bruce Pleas I would hope that when the workshop comes, they’ll have a draft final plan. 

Chelsie Ruiz Because I know they have planned so they know the questions that need to be answered so that they can 

move on? 

Bruce Pleas They know some of them.  

Chelsie Ruiz Just so that, you know what I mean so the workshop can be clear. 

Jose Bulatao We don’t know what to question because we don’t have the exact substance of having more meat on the 

bones so to speak. 

Chelsie Ruiz So they didn’t meet the criteria of the proposal that was approved you’re saying? 

Jose Bulatao I don’t know what your view of the story is.  Mine is, these guys went out in unchartered waters and in 

the process they found a wealth of information because they dug in deep and things changed because of 
the information they gathered and to no fault of their own.  And my reaction to that is they brought such 

a wealth of information that brought about some sudden changes along the way.  It’s to no fault of their 
own that questions were asked because things were unclear.  Let me give you an example.  Oldest, Older 

occupied resident in your home.  I happen to live in my house since 1937 but we didn't own it until 1987 

that’s 60 years.  I was 60 years old before I got ownership of that home and really I don’t because it’s still 
under mortgage.  So where would I qualify?  Who’s going to clear the answer?  Who’s going to have the 

authority to say, Jose you qualify, no matter what. 

Chelsie Ruiz I thought we did go through a bunch of those meetings with the community and the community. You 

know what I mean like. So we are going to step back and go over all of that again? 

Glenn Molander We don’t have to go over everything again if the proposal answers the questions.  The questions have 

been asked over and over and over.  These are not new questions.  All we’ve asked for like in Jose’s, we 
need that criteria in the proposal.  If somebody was born here, moved away to the military, was gone for 

20 years, came back as a retired military, bought a house and moved back to Kekaha, what’s the 

situation? 

Chelsie Ruiz Ok so apparently that is not in the proposal and that needs to be in the proposal?  That’s what I was 

asking? Do they have all the questions so that they can present them in the proposal? 

Bruce Pleas They know where we are at.  We need to have the particulars of how the selection process is going.  We 

know they are going to select the oldest ones that have been here the longest, but we don’t know how.  
We need to have the specific information before us then we can go forward.  Right now, we’re not going 

back because we just got a general plan that we said you run with it and bring us a final proposal. We’re 
waiting for a final proposal.  We’ve been through a whole bunch of rigmarole stuff and confusion and 

everything but right now, we’re looking at a workshop to work on a draft of the final proposal and come 

to a conclusion so they can right the final proposal and present it to us. 

Myra Elliott One of the other questions was what if the house isn’t structurally sound.  So how do you pick that next 

person.  We’ve never gotten the answers to those questions. 

Bruce Pleas People like during world war two, people had to leave forcibly then came back maybe they didn’t.  These 

are questions we have to see the proposal to see if they have to be addressed.  We’re just talking about 
air right now that we don’t anything of, the community probably know more than we do.  We need a 

written hard copy so we can sit down and say, that looks really good, maybe tweak that bring a workshop 

again and so forth. 

Chelsie Ruiz Ok,  thank you.  That’s what I wanted to know. 

Bruce Pleas Ok.  We have three more public that would like to speak. 

Dennis Eguchi Just to clarify.  Example like Mr. Bulatao, 50 years in a home right but he only purchased the home some 

year’s back. Those are the things that unfortunately the CAC wasn’t able to attend the meeting when we 

did the explanation for the community and because the proposal actually says as of the day in other 
words if you own your home as of the day that the proposal is accepted, then that means that for the 

length of time you lived in Kekaha, you own your own home.  In a sense too I guess when we do, you 
guys are right, we need to go ahead and explain everything and see what you guys understand and don’t 

understand and so we need to do this. 
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Bruce Pleas Thank you.  Please state your name. 

Linda Dela Cruz 
(Public Testimony) 

My name is Linda Dela Cruz I am also a Kekaha resident.  I applaud the four gentlemen who have been 
doing the hard work and I am also appalled that I sit here and I’ve been coming to a lot of meetings and I 

sit here and I look all of you that’s all supposed to be representing the Kekaha residents and I hear a 
negative no from each and every one of you. 

Bruce Pleas Well, now wait a minute, the no is because we don’t have a final report. 

Linda Dela Cruz  I know.  I know Bruce. I saw you sitting in the County Council and you were all for it I heard you but the 
thing about it is, these four gentlemen had done such a long haul on all of this thing here.  Clarify with 

them what you guys really want them to do so that they can bring everything on the table for you so this 
doesn’t have to go on and on and on and it can be clarified and they can move forward.  At this point how 

can they move forward because they don’t even know what you want. 

Jose Bulatao Linda, I need to point this out to your attention. The CAC, those who were able to vote recommended 
that this project go to the County level for close scrutiny and review that was May 2012.  June, July, 

August, September, we did not me.  Ok. October we had the first meeting and then when it came to 

February, Robin Danner and Ben Sullivan came to our meeting and presented a Solarize Kekaha plan that 
was totally different from the original plan.  Between February and March, I think it was Glen who said, I 

think we should go back to the original plan.  In April 10, because we had the community meeting on April 
3rd, on April 10, the following Wednesday, we had a meeting in here.  Nothing was mentioned about going 

back to the original plan at that time.  I happen to have had an opportunity to meet with the four 
gentlemen over at the mini mart because I wanted to clear the air with them.  They’re all my former 

students like you are and we could talk stories person to person and we could come to agreements and 

disagreements but we could share our mana’o with each other.  Then on the April 10 meeting, we were 
told that we were going to somewhat clear the air at the 5/22 meeting, which is tonight.  When you really 

get to the opportunities we had to get to the bottom line of what the original plan is, we really didn’t hear 
it officially until they made or Beth made that statement, I forgot who it is already. Sometime or other 

that the mayor didn’t approve of this yet and then she explained what the conditions were and that 

whether it was Buddy, Pat, Dennis, Garrett didn’t go up and talk, but they said, we went back to the 
original plan, they already told me that on the 14th of April but there was no meeting with the CAC. The 

last meeting was April 10, we didn’t know this.  We hearing this today officially.  Now we’re asking, give 
us that second plan so that we’re not second guessing or assuming if it’s exactly the same or if there is 

more meat on that bone as Beth indicated so that we don’t go scrambling all over the place again.  That’s 
where we have to take that responsibility, because we approve or those who voted, to approve to release 

the 3 quarters of a million dollars for the project as it was originally written. Now, as they… 

Linda Dela Cruz Jose let me cut you short, due to time and I just want to say.  I know what your responsibilities are, all of 
you and you have a big load of you know who to hand out this money to and I can understand that, the 

thing is, that if it’s not clarified from the very beginning and that’s what I’m hearing from the back 

Jose Bulatao You’re hearing that from us? 

Linda Dela Cruz No.  I haven’t but like I said, if it was said from the very beginning ok go with the original plan and this is 

what we need, then it would probably be ok with them but I just want to cut this short and state my 
opinion you know because of what I’m hearing, just for the record, when you guys hold this meeting, 

when all the representatives that’s speaking I think we should do a time frame because this meeting has 

gone too long and half of the group left. 

Bruce Pleas Anymore public comment?  Well that’s the saddest report that I think we’ve had about an hour or so of 

discussion here. Go ahead Big Boy. 

Big Boy Bruce. If nobody like stay to hear what I like say ok fine but this is what I like ask our committee.  Do we 

make approvals? 

Bruce Pleas We make recommendations to the Mayor. 

Big Boy I hope you guys heard that.  We only make recommendations not approval.  Now when we go back to the 
County, our hands are tied most times because of the County Attorney or the Mayor telling us that we 

have to get more answers from you guys.  You folks say we here to represent you guys.  We are here to 

represent you guys but sometimes our hands are tied too.  Sorry for being irate but I want to make it 
clear that we are not here because we will say oh ok, Wayne I like your opinion so I going support you or 

Pat, I no like what you said so maybe next time down the road.  We not like that.  I want to make it clear 
that I’m not that way. I come to every meeting as much as I can to please you guys,  to make decisions 



Page 29 of 33 
Kekaha Host Community Benefit Fund 

Meeting #40 - 5/22/13 

 

that can help our community that I always speak about, our community.  Not for myself, not for you but 

for the community. So getting back to what I said earlier.  We only make recommendations, not 
approvals. So keep that in mind my fellow friends.  We cannot please everybody, we going try but please 

try give us some slack too.  The County is who makes the final decisions.  If we could, we would be 

approving things, not recommendations. 

Bruce Pleas Any other discussion?  Ok.  I’m looking forward to this workshop. I’m really looking for a draft final. 

Big Boy Oh and Bruce. Talking about that workshop.  I’m glad that we approved this workshop.  When we do 
have this workshop, we might not have the answers but hopefully the people that have the answers going 

be here so make us feel that we never do our end if we cannot answer you guys.  So with this workshop, 

I hope you guys understand that the County is who can answer the questions to you guys. 

Myra Elliott and I hope all the folks,  I know this is redundant, but hopefully the public comes and speak so it’s a 

matter of record so we know if they’re ok, like you said, the community knows, but we don’t. 

Glenn Molander My comment is, in the workshop, you can answer a lot of questions but what will be best for us and best 
for the community is that the final proposal already answers the question.  You can get up and clarify like 

if a person asks a question you ought to be able to reference the page that has the answer to that 
question. 

Buddy Ayudan 

(Public Testimony) 

Can I just kind of end the meeting?  I know you guys all get individual and group concerns.  Mr. Kupo hit 

it on the nose.  We, you guys, don’t make any approvals.  You guys represent our community, we 
represent the community and although we have little bit different viewpoints, we have our job, you got 

yours, you report to the person that appointed you hear and you feel that you need to let the people 
know that you feel comfortable with what you going approve.  I feel we kind of like the workshop idea but 

in reality, the people that um going come to this, they need some kind of criteria from the CAC to know 

what they are coming here for.  You say, from some of you, you guys reiterate we didn’t answer your 
situation questions.  I think the workshop going be more so for the unchartered waters that you guys 

have been going through.  I don’t think that I put in 110% per say cause if I did, you wouldn’t be asking 
these questions and from what the community so-called questions you kind of referring back to us, when 

we held our community meetings, we specifically gave them the proposal, they voted here in front of all 
of you guys, that they wanted it this way, they voted one time at the community meeting and every time 

we go to the community, we make sure that we kind of want them to know that we are getting to the 

finalization and that was basically the reason we needed to make sure that all our bases were covered. 
The questions you bringing up, all the people bringing up.  We have the answers.  And um, the outside 

entities involved, KIUC and the people who going do the work, they also have all the answers and um, the 
question going be, will you be happy with those answers?  I’m not positive.  But I know for a fact, when 

we ask our community to make their decisions and give us their advice to what they want.  We did that 

and we got their vote.  Chelsie Ruiz asked from you guys if there was going to be a criteria. I also wanna 
have a criteria.  I want it cause we represent, so the chairman gotta give that information to us. I know 

you say, some of them say, they know what questions.  To get um squared away really good so that we 
can encompass everything in the workshop.  We want that criteria from you. 

Bruce Pleas The workshop criteria is not from the CAC.  The workshop criteria is from the people who are forming the 

proposal.  You are in the driver’s seat. 

Buddy Ayudan We gave that information to our community and that’s why we voted on um.  So the community knows. 

Bruce Pleas You need to get that to Yvonne so that she can schedule the workshop.  We need the hard information.  

We need to know the selection process.  We need to know this. We know there’s a selection process but 
we don’t know it.  We need to know that from you to make this work. 

Buddy Ayudan We neva get no questions from our community that voted on what they wanted.  We neva get no 

questions.   

Myra Elliott What was the proposal? 

Buddy Ayudan That’s why I’m saying.  That proposal is public record. What was initially put in when we made the original 

proposal. It’s there. It’s in the package. The package was given to you guys. 

Jose Bulatao The point of the matter is when the thing went in May of last year and you folks went off with pain 

staking work. 
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Buddy Ayudan Yeah but I trying to condense the whole thing. They package is there. If the questions related to where 

we gotta get to what this and that. I think you guys need to get that information too.  The County has it… 

Myra Elliott Excuse Me. Are you guys suggesting we go to your original proposal.  Would you like us to pull out the 

original proposal and that will be the premise of the workshop. 

Buddy Ayudan I would think so because we neva change um. 

Myra Elliott That’s all I need to know. 

Bruce Pleas I have read the original proposal.  It does not have the selection process.  It does not have the who and 
who and who is going to do it.  That’s what we, I am looking for that has to be at the workshop. 

Buddy Ayudan That gotta go in the criteria.  That’s what I’m saying 

Bruce Pleas So you have to provide that to Yvonne so that we know.  We don’t know.  We have the basic information 

from the original proposal. 

Buddy Ayudan We already made one.  It’s in that package. 

Bruce Pleas No.  We have the original proposal only. 

Glenn Molander What you’re saying is trust me, we know best, trust me.  I’m not saying I don’t trust you.  But I don’t 
understand.  The original proposal did not give any of this information. 

Buddy Ayudan That was in there.  The 11 member board was going to be chose by the community. 

Glenn Molander By the way, you keep referring to the community.  We are the community.  Now if you get 250 or even 
300 or 400 people from Kekaha together in one room, that’s excellent but it still isn’t the community.  I’ve 

talked to people from the community who haven’t been to any of the meetings nor have they been here 
but I talk to them.  They’re just too busy they work all day and they don’t show up.  I’ve talked to people 

who say, no one has ever been to my house. 

Bruce Pleas We need the hard copy. 

Beth Tokioka I think maybe I can help.  So everyone here has acknowledged that the Mayor has the final approval on 

all the projects right.  We all acknowledge that.  The Mayor wants to approve all of your projects that you 
recommend.  The only reason he wouldn’t approve one is if he doesn’t feel it has the possibility of success 

or if there is something legally wrong with it.  It’s the only reason why he wouldn’t approve a proposal.  

The reason he hasn’t approved this one is because the meat had to be put on the bones.  The project 
management, how you’re going to manage it?  How you’re going to make sure that the selection solid and 

that it goes without a hitch.  So, right now, the Mayor has heard where it’s at, he feels very comfortable 
that the project is solid.  We’ve heard from the community that the community is comfortable with it but 

we need to hear from the CAC. The Mayor needs to know that the CAC is behind this and what I’m 
hearing tonight is that they have questions.  We really need for this workshop to happen.  We really need 

for you guys to come forward, explain it in detail, and be able to have all the questions answered and 

hopefully at the end of that meeting, the CAC can say yes and we can move but I’m telling you guys it’s 
not going to happen until the CAC comes back and says yes we’re still behind it because the Mayor has 

always said, he is going go by the wishes of the CAC.  So, I don’t know if that helps but I think a 
workshop has to happen and hopefully we need to come together at that workshop because he doesn’t 

want to see.. This is painful for me.  The Mayor doesn’t want this project to divide the community.  We 

don’t want that.  So, let’s get there.  Let’s sit and talk.  You guys come forward with all the details and 
let’s talk about it and move forward. 

Bruce Pleas For the process, please come with a final draft report. 

Beth Tokioka We should see it ahead of time. 

Bruce Pleas Yes.  For an agenda sized meeting, it has to be done 6 days so it can be put on the agenda and the public 
can see it we will review it, and like Jose said, we can compare it with the original proposal you submitted 

and we will review and by the workshop we should have enough information for you to work on your final 

and we can go from there because I don’t know what your proposal is.  We need to know. 
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Buddy Ayudan Small question.  Why wasn’t this brought out in the beginning when the referral from you was sent to the 

Mayor. 

Bruce Please Because you brought us a general plan as to where you were going and we were looking for after that a 
final proposal that was worked on with the County then we could have bones on that. 

Buddy Ayudan Why weren’t those questions brought out? 

Bruce Pleas I did. 

Jose Bulatao Buddy, what went in originally for those who could vote, was a concept or an idea that I think excited all 

of us.  However vague the specific things were at that point in time, thinking that in moving it forward, all 
of those kinks would be ironed out.  But for whatever reason at that stage of the game, questions were 

being asked, shifts were being made, people were in or out, safety was left entirely out of the picture.  
And so when we come to the final moments of trying to understand, you have to remember that at the 

February, March and April meeting, we were still at Solarize Kekaha and the known idea which was the 

most recent thing bring brought to our attention which to me personally was incomplete.  So it did not 
have the approval even at that time because then from there after the April meeting you folks went back 

to the original proposal but we didn’t event know that. 

Buddy Ayudan Ok.  So I accept what you guys telling us. So you telling us to come back with a finalized proposal. 

Bruce Pleas A draft final so we can work and review it through the draft. 

Buddy Ayudan So for you, a draft final might be this.  For us, a draft final might be what we gave you.  So for clear the 

air we want you to give us the criteria of what you feel a draft final needs to be. 

Jose Bulatao May I ask Yvonne a question. The copy of the last original proposal they submitted as to the original with 

not a comma or a word change, can you get it on the email so we can take a look at it individually from 

now until the 12th. 

Buddy Ayudan Because the workshop my feeling is, all the people that we bring into the picture to sit down and iron out 
everything, um, the proposal. 

Jose Bulatao Buddy, if you say that it’s that thing that we should be reviewing, for me personally, I’m going to take a 

look at it and I’ll go through it in my manner and style and my questions, I’m going to turn it into Yvonne 
and if there may be something that anybody else wants to do, it’s their call, unless it’s a requirement so 

that for me personally, what ever I send to her, I want it sent to you folks so that you’re ready for it. Ok? 

Buddy Ayudan Ok. 

Bruce Pleas And my concern is I want the selection process vetted out how it’s gonna go.  The selection process. 

Buddy Ayudan I think you should get that out to me in black and white. 

Bruce Pleas All I’m doing is repeating what I heard at the meeting.  The people said at the meeting, they want the 
selection process transparent, clear and done.  Three or four people asked. 

Yvonne Hosaka Can I say suggest something?  The original proposal that was submitted last year was also circulated to 

the County to review and then it came back with questions or concerns and I’m assuming those questions 
are what have been taking place in all of these discussions as well as with the County and Ben Sullivan, so 

if those questions that were initially filtered through to the CAC have been answered, then the proposal 
has changed so you now have to include those answers to those questions into the proposal.  I believe 

that’s what I’m hearing. The CAC wants to see that in that proposal originally submitted.  If you can get 
that information to me, I will forward that to everyone to review including KIUC, etc. 

Bruce Pleas Yes.  And for information for everybody.  Yvonne will be in charge of the workshop. So we are putting the 

same questions to her and you need to talk to her about the agenda. 

Buddy Ayudan One small reminder, at the last meeting, continuously I heard our photovoltaic project wasn’t approved.  

And it came to one point that we had to release the formal signed off approval letter that was signed by 
the Mayor because of all the concerns involved and nothing we do is from us.  Everything is from the 

community so to make sure 100% of the community wanted to pursue the original plan and what they 
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voted on we had to make sure before we went back to the community, we had to make sure before we 

went back to the community that the Mayor was totally in back of this.  All the work that need work with 
the County, Engineering Specialist requiring us to get all this necessary information, evidently, somewhere 

along the line, you guys might not have been informed and um, like every project, the only time you get 

information is when you call for them to come back to give a finalized report, a financial report, status 
report but we very well know that they are far apart and very few and tonight is the finalize for all of them 

and that is cool but the scrutinization on this one project shouldn’t be any different than any of the other 
projects as long as the criteria is met to get the project running and with that in mind, that was one of the 

only reason the Mayor signed the approval so that we could go back to the community with it.  In the 
minutes of the last month meeting I specifically told you and the members and the people that were here 

that the Mayor did approve it, and you guys kept on wondering and asking and said it was no, and this , 

that, but if you go back into the minutes, we did tell you that it was approved. 

Jose Bulatao Yes.  That is correct, the minutes do reflect that.  But our reaction was this. I turned to the chair and I 

said, how were we informed?  Was the chair informed and did the chair share that information with the 

rest of the CAC members?  He said no, we didn’t receive anything personally upfront to verify the truth of 
the matter. 

Buddy Ayudan I am aware of that. 

Jose Bulatao Because of the May 15th County Council meeting something else came up from Beth’s power point 

presentation that it was still pending approval. 

Buddy Ayudan I am aware of that.  One small touch up to that. Our County working on this huge budget, they get so 

much other things going down in that condensed time, I might be buttering up them little bit but you 

know, I almost positive that they was supposed to have been some kind relationship come back to you 
guys to let you guys know, neva, possibly was going happen but neva happen. We went into this situation 

where um the funds that we needed to move the project forward and in our project every inch of the 
way, we kept on it, kept on it like everybody else in any other project and I think we were at one point 

even our County Council wasn’t aware so we might have stepped over but like Mr. Kupo said, we all no 
approve things and the money come from the County and the County makes the approvals so by having 

that backing and that signed agreement that he approves it, that is what we needed to take back to our 

community and that’s the reason I had the letter at the last meeting. I wanted to give it to you guys.  We 
kind a made one commitment with the Mayor that we gotta get this thing going and we had corner him to 

one position where we wanted to get back to our community. 

Bruce Pleas Can you close please? 

Buddy Ayudan Yea.  That was part of the reason why we had that approval agreement with the Mayor. 

Bruce Pleas Ok.  Thank you.  I’m going to close this part.  Thank you everybody, we’ll be looking forward to a 

workshop.  You might want to schedule it for 6 to 10 hours, I don’t know.  At this point, I’m looking for a 
deferral on VII unfinished business items b and c. 

 Motion to defer Unfinished Business Items b and c. So moved by Glenn Molander, second by Big 

Boy.  No discussion.  All in favor.  Motion 
 passed unanimously.

Bruce Pleas Ok. Communications. 
Received for the record any communications.  None 

Bruce Pleas Future agenda items.   Discussion on future Kekaha HCB Program 
with the youth of Kekaha and the other two 

that was added earlier tonight for the next 
 meeting.  Are there any other agenda items.

Jose Bulatao I’d like to bring up discussion on our facilitator’s contract. Whether or not she has one and if she does or 

doesn’t have one, I’d like to have the CAC be part of the process of having a written contract for her. 

Bruce Pleas So we’ll put on the agenda, status of our facilitator. 

Beth Tokioka Yes I think at the next meeting you have to bring that up to decide on. 
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          See minutes of     meeting. 

Bruce Pleas Do we have a tentative date for our next meeting, workshop.  Probably our biggest problem would be 

being able to get the Mayor here.  

Jose Bulatao I’d like to also make sure we have a representative from the finance department at the County because 

we are dealing with money I’d like to have a representative there just to have the clarity we are seeking. 

Bruce Pleas I think all bases need to be here.  Yvonne will let us know the date of the workshop. Final Roll Call. 

Evelyn Olores We have six present. Thomas left at 9:45 pm.  I move the meeting be adjourned. 

  Motion to adjourn moved by Evelyn Olores.  

Second by Myra Elliott.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 

 
Meeting adjourned 10:57 p.m. 


